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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


No let-up in the campaign against the BNP 
Racist violence follows racist agitation, as sure as night 
follows day. Where the British National Party is active we 
can be sure that people will be harassed, beaten and 
even murdered. This is what happened when the BNP 
set up its headquarters at the end of the 1980s in Welling, 
southeast London. In addition to the racist attacks 
people who opposed the BNP were severely beaten at an 
anti-fascist meeting in an assault led by officials of the 
supposedly “respectable” party. The murder of Stephen 
Lawrence ten years ago, not far from the BNP 
headquarters, and the bungled police investigation put 
the issue of institutional racism on the national agenda. 
Sometimes lost in people’s minds though is the fact that 
not only was the gang that murdered Stephen Lawrence 
racist, some of them also mixed in nazi circles. 

Anti-fascists therefore are not surprised that during 
the BNP’s failed campaign to win a seat in a by-election 
in South Ruislip, northwest London, in April an 80-year- 
old Asian man was killed in what the police have 
described as a racial attack. A 16-year-old is now 
custody. And in the midst of a National Front election 
campaign in Kent at the end of April, a Sri Lankan born 
man was murdered in what also appears to be a racist 
attack. Two young men are charged with the murder. 
Two racist election campaigns, two murders. 
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Those who believe that fascists should be allowed 
democratic rights, and who might be tempted to sit next 
to them at election hustings, should understand why we 
advocate a policy of no platform for fascists and believe 
no democrat should debate with them. It is not that we 
don't believe we can defeat their arguments, but 
because fascists have blood on their hands and sitting 
next to them gives them undeserved respectability. 
They incite racial hatred and that incitement leads to 
violence. 

We have to thank the hundreds of Searchlight 
supporters across Britain who got their fingers inky 
distributing 1.25 million copies of the Searchlight 
newspaper. The huge turnouts for distribution and 
enthusiasm for the paper have been extremely 
heartening. We have spearheaded a strategy that says 
localised campaigning, with strong trade union 
involvement, on broader issues than just fascism holds 
the key to defeating the BNP. The end of the election 
period will signal a new wave of grassroots activity. 
We pledge to continue to support local groups across 
Britain and look forward to working with all our friends 
who are doing groundbreaking work in their localities. 
Good luck to all of you. 

For the latest information on the BNP visit 
www.stopthebnp.com. 
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A Searchlight investigation team has dredged the depths of the Liverpool and 
Ulster underworld over the past few weeks to expose the full story of the close 
association between BNP boss Nick Griffin and one of Britain’s most dangerous 
gangsters. Joey Owens, Griffin’s personal bodyguard, loves using a gun and 


boasts about his violence. 


ost people, even the sort that frequent 

the BNP would probably cringe in 

embarrassment at seeing their face 

plastered across the face of a free 

newspaper alleging they were a gangster 
and a hit man. Not so Joseph Patrick Owens, the BNP 
organiser for Liverpool. Owens was, according to the 
criminal fraternity in his home city, “delighted” with 
the notoriety and respect he hoped it would bring him 
among other BNP activists. 

Indeed, Owens has been positively cock-a-hoop over 
the coverage, although others who have known Owens 
since before he rose from a mere road sweeper and 
security guard at the “pick-n-mix” at his local 
Woolworths see it as a further sign that Owens’s feared 
reign in the city is beginning to wane. 

The response on Merseyside to Owens’s front-page 
exposure in the Searchlight election tabloid has been 
overwhelming. People from all walks of life have come 
forward to add to the growing evidence of the criminal 
career and history of the BNP’s Liverpool organiser who 
also acts as bodyguard to Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 

It includes allegations of drug dealing, domestic 
violence, murder, intimidation, compulsive and 
controlling behaviour and manic depression fuelled by 
drug abuse. 

“Joey”, as he is more commonly known, has come a 
long way since his early impoverished years mixing with 
the car thieves on the tough streets of Norris Green. 
Few can believe that the loner and often the odd man 
out among his early peers, who wore hand-me-downs 
until he started work “on the brush’, now has the 
confidence to swagger around the local pubs. 

Many recall his unhappy and violent childhood, 
others mention his penchant for torturing small animals 
and birds while some speak of his devotion to his long 
suffering mother. 

He often got round it by bullying other kids. 

The early lack of confidence and social skills that 
marked Owens out as different from the other street-wise 
kids were banished, as he devoured self-help books while 
working as a doorman on pubs and clubs around the city. 
Here he found his niche. Surrounded by hard-men and 
the burgeoning designer drug scene, the Norris Green 
misfit made a name for himself at Mr Smith’s night club 
in Warrington as a big hitter and a gregarious and 
generous host at all night drug parties held in run down 
properties in the city. 

Some wags claim that Owens’s tongue is deformed 
due to his excessive chewing while under the influence 
of ecstasy. Surprisingly, Owens is apparently a huge fan 
of the “love” drug. He also has a conviction for 
possession of cocaine. 


Hit man 

More evidence has emerged of Owens's criminality. Last 
month Searchlight reported that he had been charged with 
the murder of the Liverpool criminal George Bromley. The 
charges were later dropped after the main witness 
vanished days before the trial was due to start. His co- 
defendant, Charlie Seiga, later described this as “a miracle”. 


While on remand for the Bromley murder in late 
November 1998, Owens was visited by a close criminal 
associate, Kevin Lavin, a known robber. Shortly after 
lunch, he met up with his brother Thomas and Stephen 
Wheeler and together they drove off in a Silver Ford 
Sierra Sapphire, a car that belonged to Owens. 

Unbeknown to them police were following them. 
As they approached a post office in Anfield, they were 
arrested by armed police who were clearly acting on a 
tip-off. Inside the car the police found a loaded pistol, a 
sledgehammer, gloves and masks. 

Thomas Lavin was imprisoned for nine years, Kevin 
got seven and a half years and Wheeler six years. 

The loaded gun found in their possession was the 
weapon used in the Bromley shooting. 

Owens was also a one-time suspect in another 
gangland murder. In late 1998, shortly after he had been 
released following the collapse of the Bromley case, two 
Liverpool drug dealers, Kevin McGuire and Nathan 
Jones, were shot dead in a gym in Crosby. 

Owens was repeatedly questioned after police 
discovered a call had been made from a nearby phone 
box to the law firm where his then girlfriend worked at the 


Owens issues threat 
to trade unionist 


Joey Owens obviously enjoys the reputation he has and uses it to 
intimidate and harass his political opponents. 

His current target appears to be the Merseyside TUC leader Alec 
McFadden. Rarely does a week go by without Owens sending him 
some sort of communication. 

Some emails have included photos of his house and car. These 
were sent in the same week that the personal details of McFadden 
and other Merseyside trade unionists appeared on the nazi 
Redwatch website. 

Now things have got a lot more serious. 

At the BNP’s press conference for Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
French fascist leader, Owens approached McFadden and quietly 
whispered, “I'll be giving you a visit very soon Mr McFadden”. 

The following day, as the TUC leader was speaking live on 
Radio Merseyside about trade union opposition to Le Pen’s visit, 
he was informed that Owens was on the line and would be 
interviewed next. 

Furious, he asked the interviewer if he could make one last 
comment. His request was agreed. 

“The man you are just about to have on threatened to kill me 
yesterday,” he said. 

The silence in the studio was interrupted when Owens came online. 

“Mr Owens,” a nervous interviewer said, “an allegation has been 
made against you. Would you like to reply?” 

“No comment”, said Owens. 

A few days later McFadden received another email from Owens. 
“Mental illness,” it read. “You are suffering from it.” 

Alec McFadden told Searchlight: “Joey Owens is clearly out of 
control. If anything happens to me | shall hold Nick Griffin and the 
BNP personally and legally responsible.” 
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time of the murder. Two separate witnesses reported a 
distinctive metallic-purple VW Golf circling the area at the 
time of the killing — an unusual model but matching one 
owned by Owens. Eventually he told the police that he 
was probably with his girlfriend at the time in question 
but his alibi did not stand up as she was in court. 

However, all this was circumstantial and Owens was 
never charged with the murders. Eventually Darren 
Becouarn was convicted for the double murder. 
Interestingly, on the day of the shooting, Becouarn’s 
mobile phone records revealed that he made a call to 
Owens’s mobile. 

Despite not being convicted for any of these murders, 
Owens has a reputation in Liverpool as a gunman. “Joey 
will use a gun,” a well known Liverpool criminal told 
Searchlight. “He loves it. He doesn’t think twice about 
using it. He will then boast about his violence. He just 
doesn't care. He likes people to be shocked but at the 
same time he knows it’s good for his reputation.” 

This makes him unusual for a Liverpool criminal. 
“The thing you have to understand about Liverpool is 


Joey Owens (right) with Nick Griffin (centre). 
Directly behind them both is lan Hague 


BNP in the know 


lan Hague is a quietly spoken diminutive man. Dressed in his 
unfashionable trademark anorak, the BNP organiser for Wigan is 
not known as a loudmouth. Yet earlier this year he felt so 
concerned at the stories circulating within the party about Joey 
Owens that he approached his regional organiser. 
“Is this really the sort of person we want in the party?” he asked her. 
Hague probably now wishes that he had kept quiet. Rather than 


take his complaint seriously the BNP leadership passed on 
Hague’s views to Owens himself. Hague was then subjected to a 
number of quite unpleasant calls from the Merseyside organiser. 

Rumours of Owens’s criminality remain widespread within the 
BNP but few are prepared to raise any concerns, especially after 
Hague’s experience. 

Stories circulate about Owens being shot in a gangland feud, of 
a body allegedly being found in the boot of his car and violence he 
has perpetrated on his opponents. 

Yet despite all this Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, keeps Owens in 
his close entourage. So much so that it was Owens who drove 
Griffin and Jean-Marie Le Pen, the French fascist leader, away from 
their joint press conference last month. 

The hapless Hague must have cried into his anorak when he saw 
himself pictured alongside Owens in the Searchlight election 
special newspaper. The one BNP organiser who had raised concern 
over Owens’s involvement now shares his notoriety. 

Many in the BNP leadership have a good idea of Owens’s 
reputation. But he continues to be a BNP organiser, Liverpool City 
council candidate and bodyguard to the party leader. 

They say you can judge a man by the company he keeps. Well, 
when gangland bully Joseph Owens played Jeeves to Griffin and 
Jean-Marie Le Pen they all deserved one another. 
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that it is Britain's drug importing capital but few 
criminals have guns,” a journalist familiar with the city’s 
crime scene told Searchlight. “It is not like south London 
or Moss Side where gangs come and go. We are the last 
remaining city with a strong family network — a hierarchy 
where respect and unpretentious living continue to 
dominate. Guns are not a big part of this scene, many 
people might have them but few use them and even 
fewer can use them well. Owens is in that small group.” 

The gun has given Owens considerable kudos but 
brought him very little financial reward. The deprivation 
of his childhood continues to haunt him. While some of 
the people he hung around with several years ago have 
gone on to be millionaires he still has very little. 

“He hasn't learnt to keep his head down and have a 
low profile,” says one person who has known Owens 
since he was a child. “He gets involved in petty feuds and 
that automatically attracts attention. His role in the BNP 
has also raised his profile.” 

His long running feud with a city club owner is a case 
in point. What began as a punch up in a pub in West 
Derby village with the club owner's brother has become 
an increasingly dangerous tit-for-tat. 

The club owner has physically attacked Owens on at 
least three occasions. The second was in the Paradox 
club and the third occurred in the café opposite Alder 
Hay hospital (not in the AXE department as reported in 
last month’s Searchlight). 

For his part, Owens has not only shot up the club 
owner's house but also that of a close friend. He even 
rang up the Liverpool Echo anonymously to boast of the 
shooting and tried to pass it off as a revenge attack for the 
imprisonment of another major Liverpool drug dealer. 

It was another long-running feud that got Owens shot 
in the back as he was taking his young son out of his car. 
He only survived because the hit man’s gun misfired. 
The shot felled Owens but as the bullet was discharged 
with reduced velocity he managed to get to his knees 
and run across the road. The hit man fired more shots 
but missed. 


In the company of “Mad Dog” 

Having cut his political teeth in the National Front in the 
1980s, Owens rejected his childhood Catholicism and 
has maintained a hatred for the religion and its 
paraphernalia ever since. He has even expelled a 
Catholic from Liverpool BNP. 

After spending some time in the political wilderness 
and in prison for possession of offensive weapons while 
serving on the door at Mr Smith’s, Owens has caused 
some disharmony among the mainly Catholic hierarchy 
of the Merseyside underworld, though when it comes to 
drugs “business is business” and religious divides often 
melt away. 

One connection that Owens likes to boast about is 
with the notorious loyalist killer, Johnny Adair. The two 
men may well have known each other from Adair’s time 
as an NF skinhead in the mid-1980s. In 1984 “Mad 
Dog” Adair and several other NF supporters, who later 
went on to form the nucleus of the ultra-violent 2nd 
battalion of the Ulster Freedom Fighters, attended an 
NF demonstration in Belfast. The following year, as 
lead singer of Offensive Weapons, Adair performed at a 
Rock Against Communism gig at Griffin’s family home 
in Suffolk. 

“Mad Dog” even made a brief appearance in Liverpool 
in the company of Owens only weeks after he was 
released from prison as a result of the Good Friday 
Agreement. This trip caused alarm among the police, 


who have identified a funding conduit to the UFF from 
Liverpool BNP. 


Back in the fold 

Owens returned to the political fray in the late 1990s. 
Perhaps it was simply because the BNP was gaining 
national media attention or maybe his renewed interest 
stemmed from his apparent slide into depression as 
his personal and professional difficulties mounted. 
Owens would often be found sleeping fully clothed as he 
worried about an underworld retaliatory hit against him. 
His house was repossessed and a new licencing scheme 
meant that his convictions disbarred him from returning 
to the doors. 

Gangster parlance in the city revolves around the size of 
your “army”, numerical strength and backing. As Owens 
let his paranoia take control he become more and more 
embroiled in debilitating feuds, while others among his 
number moved on to bigger and better lifestyles. 

When Owens contacted the BNP there had been a 
void of fascist activity in Liverpool since the late 1980s 
when both wings of the NF pulled out of the city. 
Owens exchanged emails with the BNP’s Tony Lecomber 
and soon came in personal contact with Griffin, who 
had led the political soldier wing of the NF in the 1980s. 
Owens appeared in awe of Griffin's Cambridge 
education and boasted of his direct contact with the 
BNP leader. 

Since then Owens has been elevated to Griffin’s 
personal bodyguard and party enforcer. Owens’s 
reputation for violence precedes him as he is open 
about his underworld connections. 

While Owens was politically fighting for the future of 
his race and nation, at home he was literally fighting his 
family. In 1998, soon after the Bromley case collapsed, 
he began a relationship with Sandra O’Connor, a 
Liverpool solicitor. The relationship turned sour soon 
after she became pregnant. 

It was in January 1999, four months into her 
pregnancy, that he hit her for the first time. “He broke 
down and sobbed,” she recalls. “He said he was so sorry 
and it wouldn't happen again.” 

It did, again and again. Eventually O’Connor’s boss 
convinced her to go to the police. Dr Robinson, of 
Merseyside Police, recorded 20 separate injuries, 
including a broken jaw. “After he had hit me a few times 
he would blame me. ‘Look what you have made me do,” 
she remembers him saying on a number of occasions. 

A custody battle over their son also turned violent. 
In autumn 2002, as the final court hearing approached, 
Owens began threatening her work colleagues. 
One woman had paint thrown over her car while her 
boss had his car petrol bombed. But for Sandra, it was 
always the psychological games that were worse. 

Today, O’Connor refuses to be scared any longer. 
As Searchlight goes to press she has just secured another 
in a long line of anti-molestation court orders against 
Owens but, if previous orders are anything to go by, he is 
likely to ignore it. However, she remains determined to 
stand her ground. 

“!’m no longer scared of him. What else can he do? 
He can only kill me. I used to have a successful business 
and a career as a solicitor but he has ruined everything.” 

She is about to start again — well away from Liverpool. 

Owens has also decided it is time for a move. The boy 
from Norris Green has decided to move closer to the BNP’s 
leader. He has purchased a property in Minerva, Clywd, 
just outside Wrexham, and intends to move in on the 
biggest day in the party’s history, election day on 10 June. 


Above, Owens minds Le Pen and Griffin 
Inset, Owens tries to drive Le Pen and 
Griffin from April’s month's press 
conference while anti-fascists pelt the 
car with eggs and rotting food 
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Griffin and Le 
Pen (centre), 
minded by 
nazi goons. 
Above, one of 
the minders 
gives the Nazi 
salute 


burger, chips and party hats were oblivious to the 
people around them, and probably just as well. 

Here I was, in the early evening of Sunday 25 April, 
about to attend the Anglo-French patriotic dinner. I had 
been at the last few Red, White and Blue festivals but 
with the créme de la creme of the party due to attend, 
this was an altogether different assignment. 

The service station just south of Oswestry in Shrewsbury 
was teeming with some of the most extreme right-wing 
activists in Britain. Hitler worshippers, Holocaust deniers, 
convicted racists and football hooligans had come to this 
rural corner of England on a sunny Sunday afternoon to 
learn where their new hero, the French National Front 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, would be speaking. 

As the car park swelled with tuxedo clad nazis a few 
regular customers began to sense something odd was 
going on and decided the toilet break could wait. 

Large groups of men, with closely cropped hair and 
thick necks gripped tightly in stiff white collars, tried 
hard not to look sinister. And failed. 

Earlier that afternoon the joint BNP-FN press 
conference fell flat on its face as anti-fascists converged 
on a hotel in Altrincham. Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
and Le Pen had been trapped, fearful, in their car for 
over 20 minutes as protesters gave them a warm North 
West welcome. 

If the BNP were hoping for sympathetic coverage they 
were sadly mistaken. Most of the assembled journalists 
were so infuriated with the run around that had taken 
them from Manchester city centre to an Office Supplies 
car park just off the M60 and eventually to the hotel. 

Many people were talking of the “disgraceful” events 
of that afternoon. I sniggered, shared their sympathies 
and moved on. 


Te: young Asian family celebrating a birthday with 
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Searchlight’s Nick Lowles goes under cover to meet 


Nick Griffin and Jean-Marie Le Pen 


“| have a dream... 
Serbian style” 





Eventually Le Pen and Griffin arrived with a squad of 
criminals acting out their role as “bodyguards”. 
Glasgow-based Steve Cartwright looked a right sight. 
He had obviously mistaken the smart dress code for 
fancy dress as he appeared as a butcher's boy in white 
overalls. That said, he probably had the last laugh when 
the contents of the huge hotel bins were deposited on 
the security men. One huge “Lurch” type figure looked 
less than pleased to see his expensive Italian suit 
splattered with fruit, vegetables and eggs. 

The redirection maps were handed out and a convoy 
of cars rumbled off in search of the party. 

After an hour of U-turns and head scratching in pub 
car parks the column passed through the last police 
roadblock and over the border into their own racially 
pure Welsh field. 

I found myself driving up to the entrance where a 
group of men in black boiler suits, armed with long, 
very truncheon-like torches, waited. I surveyed 
the testosterone-filled scene and wondered whether the 
choice of attire had been Griffin’s. Men in black 
uniforms — each to their own. 

I was waved through with only the snarling Alsatians 
seeming to sense something was not quite right. 

Inside about 150 of the country’s leading far-right activists 
mingled in a field. A watch-tower — shades of Auschwitz — 
had been erected so that the security team could survey the 
scene. More dog patrols circled the perimeter. 

The venue, a marquee in a farmer's field next to a river, 
was decked out with balloons and banners. 

I took my seat and waited for the celebrations to 
begin. It was nice to see the entire Collett family present. 
After the humiliation of Mark Collett’s sister on the now 
infamous Channel 4 documentary, Young Nazi and 
Proud, 1 was particularly surprised to see her there. 





Missing link 


Ife lglg) caus ere)iidcercl| greleerene olgcrclaaty 
of ascending to the ranks of the 
European extreme right after 10 June. 
The reality is that Europe’s more 
substantial fascist parties treat him as a 
poor relation. The BNP website lists links 
to fascist organisations abroad, including 


iia meee Nite) fe geclgles) Nees [oc )a 
Marie Le Pen’s visit to sit down at the 
trough with the BNP and his 
endorsement of the BNP’s election 
campaign, you would think the FN would 
reciprocate the link. Not so. To add insult 
to injury, Le Pen’s online diary listed his 
visit to the UK as just a dinner invitation. 





But, true to form, some people obviously like being 
punished, because as I walked past his table public 
schoolboy Collett was taking great pleasure in publicly 
abusing her. 

A man who appeared to spend most of his time with 
the Channel 4 journalist in his underpants “working 
out” or just coming out of the shower, Collett probably 
just wanted to make someone else feel humiliated. 

Inside, the disgraced former Tory Jonathan Bowden 
was talking at some considerable length about the 
history of the French/Algerian conflict in which Le Pen 
had taken a leading, and according to many, brutally 
illegal role. 

As Bowden waded tirelessly into Algeria’s no doubt 
fascinating past there was some shuffling among the 
audience to which Mr Bowden replied rather tartly “this 
may seem irrelevant to our struggle but it is at its very 
heart”. The speech continued and so did the shuffling, it 
was a hot evening. 

After dinner Le Pen got up and aimed a few hate- 
filled attacks in halting English at the usual suspects, 
asylum seekers and immigrants, especially Muslims 
but saved his most poisonous bile for the liberal elite, 
the mere mention of which drew boos and hisses 
from the audience. 

Then he continued in French with the help of an 
interpreter, which was very popular with a woman near 
the front who seemed extremely proud of her language 
skills and repeatedly, and rather too enthusiastically, 
shouted out replies to Le Pen in his mother tongue. 

After Le Pen, Griffin got to his feet and, complete with 
a snazzy waistcoat, which made him look more like a 
circus ringmaster than a political leader, and just the 
beginnings of a greasy Hitler flick, made the closing 
speech ... which by anyone's standards was a gem. I have 
to admit that I missed the first part of it because I was 
too preoccupied waiting for his bow tie to light up or 
spin round. 

When I regained concentration he was telling the 
audience that the BNP was picking up where Kier Hardy 
left off and claiming that the party was the natural 
home for disaffected right-wingers from the “multiculty 
Tory Party”. 

He explained that the party would have to put to one 
side some of its core beliefs in this election as it planned 
to focus on asylum, which was what was “getting people 
going on the doorstep”. And he warned the BNP would 
be looking closer at just how peaceful Islam was in 
its pre-election broadcast, predicting mysteriously that 
“it will hit the fan’. 


But he saved his bizarre best for the end. Switching on 
a stereo concealed behind him, a sweaty Griffin turned 
his anger on the real perils facing Britain as stirring 
music began to fill the tent: not race, immigration or 
even asylum... but the Millennium Dome. 

It was a disgrace, typical of the liberal elite’s (yes, 
them again) lack of imagination; Griffin was apoplectic. 
The audience looked slightly bemused. What about the 
“Pakis”, the blacks, the Jews? 

Then relief, the Dome was not his final target. 
The audience relaxed: “Here it comes the big shiny boot 
of racism’. 

But no, according to Griffin, the BNP’s master plan is 
to not to create a racially pure Britain or torment and 
murder people because of the colour of their skin or 
their religious beliefs. What really gets this strange, 
sweaty little man going is Coventry Cathedral, which the 
BNP will level “when” they storm Westminster. And not 
just the cathedral, most of the town centre as well, to be 
replaced with a new better cathedral surrounded by an 
orchard. That will show that damned liberal elite. 

At that point the music reached a crescendo and these 
new converts to radical town planning stood and cheered. 

But as they clapped, many looked distinctly 
perplexed. Were they new Old Labour, right-wing Tory or 
perhaps just simple, misunderstood, orchard-planting 
environmentalists? F 

A look around the room at the convicted racists, thugs 
and criminals cheering in their tuxedos suggested 
otherwise and a chilling look of recognition in my 
direction from one of the security team with a history 
of serious violence firmly dispelled any such notion. 
It was time to leave. 

Hurrying to the car I reflected that, to varying degrees, 
these are ridiculous, confused and scared people. 
But they are also dangerous, violent racists who, given 
half a chance in the forthcoming elections, will inject a 
poison into our public life which could have far reaching 
consequences for generations to come. 

It was only as I was driving home that I remembered 
the significance of the orchards. It had been bugging 
me for ages but I just couldn't put my finger on it. 
Then came a flash of memory. The same dream of towns 
filled by orchards was once outlined by the former 
Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic as he attempted to 
highlight the benefits of his ethnic cleansing policy. 

How fitting I thought. After all, Griffin had publicly 
supported ethnic cleansing as simply “reasserting one’s 
national and ethnic identity” and was now advocating a 
similar approach over here. 





And it’s all 
over. Nazi 
minders run 
from the 
press 
conference 
venue 
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News 17 brief 


Nazi firebomber gets seven years 


AMAN WHO BOASTED of his nazi beliefs received a seven- 


year jail sentence last month for a vicious firebomb attack — 


on a Bengali man. 

Thomas Jackson, 37, of Hull, hurled burning bottles at 
Unsyur Rahman as he unloaded a van last December. 
Another man, Brian Gifford, participated in the attack and 
was jailed for four and a half years. 

Jackson shouted racist abuse and yelled “Merry Christmas” 
as he threw the bombs, which consisted of beer bottles filled 
with petrol and stuffed with burning rags. The attack left 
Mr Rahman with burns to his hands and face. 

The attack stemmed from a dispute involving Jackson 
and an Iranian man. The court head how Jackson had 
chased the Iranian earlier in the day but was unable to 
attack him. Instead he launched an unprovoked attack on 
Mr Rahman, 20, and his cousins, Farid Choudhury, 36, and 
Sadiq Choudhury, 33, later that day. 

Jackson told the court that he owned 100 swastika stamps 
and 50 depicting Hitler because he was interested in the 
Second World War. 

Sentencing Jackson and Gifford, Judge Michael Mettyear 
condemned the pair for the racist attack. He said that 
Jackson had boasted of his membership of the Nazi Party 
and the British National Party. 

“You targeted the Choudhurys for one simple reason and 
one reason only — they were foreign and in your perverted 
minds were associated with Mr Tarverde,” said Judge 
Mettyear. 

“Tt was racial hatred of the worst type, it will not be tolerated 
and it will not be tolerated by courts in this country.” 


BNP teacher suspended 


SIMON SMITH, one of the BNP’s candidates in this month’s 
European elections, has been suspended from his 
teaching post because of his party role. 

After the NASUWT teachers’ union announced it was 
investigating Smith and his role in the BNP Solihull borough 
council confirmed that it would be suspending him from 
St Peter’s Roman Catholic School in the meantime. 
The decision was taken, it said, in order to minimise 
disruption to the school. 

Smith is the number 2 candidate on the BNP list for the 
West Midlands Euro-constituency. According to 
The Birmingham Post, Smith once ran a Holocaust denial 
website which claimed that photographic evidence of Nazi 
gas chambers was doctored and that it was a “lie” that 
six million Jews died in the Holocaust. The website, which 
was closed down a year ago, contained links to web-based 
editions of Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 

Yahoo, the search engine, lodged a complaint against 
Smith’s site because of the “inflammatory materials which 
include racist, anti-Semitic, and white supremacist views”, 
and the similarity of its name, yahho. 

The NASUWT has threatened disciplinary action against 
any member associating the union’s name with the party. 
Chris Keates, Deputy General Secretary of the NASUWT, 
said that its policy was that BNP membership directly 
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contravened the principles that the union promotes. 

“We have a clear-policy on this issue endorsed at our 
national conference last month,” she explained. 

“NASUWT abhors and condemns the policies and 
activities of the BNP and the sooner legislation is enacted 
to enable us to expel from membership anyone found to 
be involved in BNP activities without them being able to 
claim compensation, the better.” 

The Archbishop of Birmingham also supported Smith’s 
suspension. “I would not expect anyone who did not support 
these values to be given a permanent position in a Catholic 
school. This is because a teacher in a Catholic school must 
support the values and ethos of that school”. 


Church leaders condemn BNP 


LEADERS OF THE MAJOR Christian churches in West 
Yorkshire voiced their resistance to the policies of the BNP 
in a joint statement issued by the West Yorkshire Ecumenical 
Council at the end of April. 

The statement urged people to exercise their right to vote 
in this month's elections and “to vote only for candidates 
whose policies reflect a spirit of inclusive welcome”. 
Otherwise, warned Dr Stephanie Rybak, executive secretary 
to the council, “there is a real danger that candidates with 
extremist views can be elected by a minority”. 

The statement was prompted by concern about the BNP’s 
campaign in West Yorkshire. “If we do not want to be 
represented on the local council or in the European 
Parliament by a BNP candidate then we must vote,” 
Dr Rybak said. 

“That is the message being put across by this 
statement, which has the support of all the churches of 
West Yorkshire.” 

The Rt Rev John Packer, Bishop of Ripon and Leeds, who 
was one of the signatories, said they had been encouraged 
to take an overt political line partly by the example shown 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, 
who recently criticised the government's handling of the 
war in Iraq. 

The others who signed the statement were the 
Rt Rev Arthur Roche (Leeds Roman Catholic Church), 
Rev Michael Townsend (chairman of Leeds Methodist 
Church), Rev Arnold Harrison (moderator of the United 
Reformed Church), Rev Ernie Whalley (regional minister 
of the Baptist Church), pastor Gloria Hanley of the West 
Yorkshire African-Caribbean Council of Churches and Eva 
Pinthus representing the Quaker movement. 

Backing the West Yorkshire statement, faith leaders in 
Birmingham also called upon the public to nurture a 
“loathing” of racism. A spokesman for the Bishop of 
Birmingham, the Rt Rev Dr John Sentamu, said, “The notions 
of race hate on which the BNP is founded are the complete 
antithesis of the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. 

“At the heart of the Christian message is to love your 
neighbour as you love yourself. The BNP on the other hand 
don't want black neighbours, would scapegoat their 
neighbours if they were fleeing from persecution, and 
would repatriate any of their neighbours who don’t look 
like them.” 


David Irving 
tours UK 


by Kate Taylor 


Irving, began a UK speaking tour last month, after 
spending a good deal of the past year touring and 
writing abroad. 

From London on 12 May at a midday lunch in the city, 
to Horsham, Sussex on 15 May, followed by 
engagements in other locations including Halifax, 
Birkenhead, Farnborough, Newcastle and Edinburgh, 
Irving planned to travel the country spreading some of 
the views that have brought him so much acrimony in 
recent years. 

The subject of Irving’s tour was, true to his revisionist 
agenda, “Comparisons — encompassing the Nuremberg 
trials, Hitler, Churchill, Iraq, war crimes law, and Iraq 
[sic]”. Irving has always been drawn to the ideas of 
relativism and this recent tour proved no exception. 
Most of Irving’s ideas are now published on his website, 
which appears to have become increasingly informed by 
conspiracy theories and a continued focus on Israel. 

Irving continues to spend a lot of time in the US, 
where much of his funding comes from. Having 
completed his tour across UK, he is now heading back 
across the Atlantic to spend most of June travelling 
through America. His first speaking engagement there is 
planned for Detroit, Michigan, on 8 June, followed by 
13 different cities, ending in West Palm Beach in Florida 
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on 6 July, where Irving visits often. 

In September, Cincinnati plays host to his annual 
“Real History” weekend, after which he will appear in 
Denver Colorado and Los Angeles. Irving then plans to 
visit four cities in New Zealand.in late September and to 
attend a private dinner in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Irving shot to infamy in 2000, when he brought a libel 
action against the American academic Deborah 
Lipstadt. The lengthy and highly publicised case in the 
High Court in London resulted in Irving being branded 
“a right-wing pro-nazi polemicist” and brought 
Holocaust denial to the forefront of the public arena. 
The case ruined Irving financially after he was ordered 
to pay costs that spiralled into the millions due to the 
enormity of the case. The depth of research presented by 
the expert witnesses, including some of the world’s top 
historians in their field, was almost unparalleled in any 
pervious libel trial. 

Since the end of the trial just over four years ago, with 
his reputation in tatters, Irving has spent time in the US 
speaking to sympathetic audiences and publishing a 
plethora of material on his internet site. Very little of the 
costs have been recovered and Irving remains 
unrepentant about his views. Although the media flurry 
around him has died down somewhat, his presence 
continues to provoke anger and incite trouble wherever 
he goes because of the message of Holocaust denial that 
he represents and continues to promote. 





Urban 
spaceman 
David Irving. 
Will he be 
questioning 
his own 
existence this 
time? (with 
apologies to 
Neil Innes) 
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National Front 
“chavs” on the 
march in 
Bermondsey in 
April 


by Matthew Collins 


ere nazis go, racist violence follows. A Sri Lankan 
W:: man was badly beaten in a racist attack in 
Ashford a week before polling day in a Kent county 
council by-election in which the National Front was 
standing. Bapishankar Kathirgamanathan died in hospital 
two weeks later. Police have launched a murder inquiry and 
charged two white men from Ashford, James Rossiter, 22, 
and Tony Pile, 18. 

Mr Kathirgamanathan was walking with a friend across a 
footbridge at Victoria Road on 22 April when he became the 
victim of what police have described as “a very nasty 
attack” believed to be racially motivated. Rossiter and Pile 
were originally arrested on 23 April but released on police 
bail pending further inquiries. 

The by-election in Ashford South East division was won by 
the Liberal Democrat candidate, who says the NF may have 
helped elect him. Mauritian-born George Koowaree spoke of 
his delight after beating the NF, which again finished bottom 
of the poll. The former RAF man, who has lived in Britain for 
57 years and was previously a borough councillor, told how the 
community rallied behind him with 1,089 votes, compared to 
the NF’s miserly 135 votes, 4.2% of the votes cast. 

Even with a voter turnout of only 27%, the NF’s 
increasingly youthful goon-squad could not persuade more 
than a tiny proportion of disillusioned voters to side with the 
fascists. Councillor Koowaree said, “People thought 
they knew me and voted for me just to prove a point to the 
National Front by voting for a black man”. 

Whether or not that is true, for the NF it was another 
public relations disaster, with comments about the youth 
and inexperience of its canvassers, many looking well below 
voting age. One resident talked of “yobbos pushing screwed 
up leaflets” through her door, while another described 
nights when the small number of NF activists were in the 





Racist murder during 
NF election campaig 
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town as being on “chav alert”. The new councillor however 
hit back at the crass racism of the NF, which had tried in 
vain to cash in on his colour. “l am more British than any of 
those young lads I’ve seen canvassing,” he said. 

The idiots who run the NF were by all accounts absolutely 
delighted with their 135 votes, about 90 more than they 
received in their last election the month before. Admitting 
that the campaign had had “its hiccups” the NF went on to 
claim that the people of Ashford were, “now well aware that 
the National Front are active in the area and fighting for the 
British people”. 

Elsewhere, in Aberdeen, NF members ended a leafleting 
session early after being ridiculed by anti-racist 
campaigners and passers-by. The NF was handing out 
leaflets condemning the proposed construction of a 
mosque, but local people quickly grasped the limited 
influence of a party that could only poll nine votes in a local 
election. The four NF members were later overheard in a 
local pub complaining that they had been let down by 
empty promises from “head office” and another no-show of 
the party’s sporadic newspaper. 





BNP criminals 


and misfits on 
London lists 


By Gerry Gable 





21 candidates in London on 10 June although 

some of them are doubling up. As Searchlight went 
to press the party had named candidates for all 11 
London-wide seats in the London Assembly, a mayoral 
candidate who is also standing for the Assembly and a 
full list of nine for the London constituency in the 
European election. 

The BNP website includes photographs and short 
biographies of the party’s candidates around the 
country except that, with four weeks to go until polling 
day, some photos and several biographies for the 
London candidates were still missing. This may be 
because many of the candidates’ past activities are 
rather embarrassing for Nick Griffin's new “clean” BNP. 

The many candidates with criminal convictions and a 
penchant for the policies of Hitler’s Third Reich reflect 
how poorly organised the BNP is in London. 

In pole position on the London European list is Chris 
Roberts. Not a serious choice, this former alleged 
City high flyer has been described as a man from some 
village that is missing its idiot — and this was by a fellow 
BNP member. He is the brother of the notorious Barry 
Roberts, who is number 2 on the London Assembly list. 
Whereas Chris lives in leafy Essex and has long 
abandoned London, his brother still resides in 
southeast London where he grew up in the company of 
the openly nazi and violent British Movement and the 
National Front. 

After belatedly turning to the BNP, Barry Roberts was 
among those who guarded a meeting addressed by the 
arch liar and Holocaust denier David Irving, alongside 
leading violent members of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18, such as Charlie Sargent, who is now serving 
a life sentence for murder. 

Chris Roberts is very coy about his early politics but a 
rumoured early link with US extremists may account for 
his love of the USA and his abandoning of the London 
- election campaign in favour of a family holiday in the 
States. He has refused to give press interviews; we 
wonder why. 

Heading the list of London Assembly candidates is 
Jason Douglas, who on his own admission realises the 
media are only interested in him because of his football 
hooligan convictions and his close links to Tony 
Lecomber, the BNP’s national development officer and 
convicted bomb-making terrorist. He is also close to 
Julian Leppert, the lacklustre BNP candidate for London 
mayor and third on the London Assembly list. 

Douglas was pulled from an ITV interview by his 
masters at the last minute after he had told the media 
that he was unlikely to win anything in London for the 
BNP. Naturally for a BNP criminal, he is standing on a 
law and order ticket. 

Richard Barnbrook, alias Brook, the BNP’s London 
coordinator and fourth on the London Assembly list, is 
having problems coping with the pressures of the 


T: British National Party will be fielding a total of 


campaign and is apparently finding solace in a bottle. 
Perhaps he is worried that the media might reveal that 
he is a director of a London-based charity and also 
sometimes works as an art teacher. 

Ian Edward from Hillingdon had worked very hard for 
his place as number two on the European list but was 
unceremoniously dumped after he allowed John 
Tyndall, the former nazi boss of the BNP and Griffin's 
arch rival, to address the party’s flop of a May Day rally. 
He too has been suffering a few sleepless nights after 
Paul Carman, a BNP activist from Surrey, fingered him 
for receiving documents Carman had stolen from the 
office of an aide to the mayor of London. 

The second impending disaster for the BNP was its 
choice of John Bean for the number 5 position in 
Europe. A career hater and fascist, Bean once 
described himself as the British Dr Goebbels, after 
Hitler’s propaganda chief. He was also dropped at the 
last minute. 

The BNP list for the Eastern region includes one of the 
party’s most sinister candidates. Sid Chaney, an elderly 
former Londoner and Islington NF officer who now lives 
in Essex, is a self-confessed liar. However it is the 
company he kept in London in the 1980s that gives rise 
to most concern. 

His circle of sick friends included George Wilson, who 
had a liking for very young boys, and Desmond Fenwick, 
a convicted criminal and notorious paedophile, who 
was involved in a number of police investigations into 
horrific murders of gay men. 

Chaney was around when a gang of teenage armed 
robbers who were politically involved with both the NF 
and the British Movement were frequent visitors to 
Wilson’s flat which doubled as the local NF 
headquarters. (The full story can be read on 
www.stopthebnp.com.). Another pervert is Assembly 
candidate Carlos Cortiglia. His lurid website proves you 
have to be a sucker to join the BNP. 

Bottom of the London Assembly list is Gareth Jones, 
who recently did badly in the South Ruislip by-election. 
At number 2 for Europe is a nod in the direction of 
the BNP’s very few women members in London. 
Tess Culnane from Lewisham is also number 5 on the 
London Assembly list and the only woman BNP 
candidate in London. Her presence is further evidence 
that the BNP is drawing candidates from a narrow band 
around the outer edges of the capital. 

The absence of any BNP branches in central London 
has not assisted the party’s campaign, nor have the 
political and financial differences that have led to 
accusations of theft of party funds and the occasional 
punch-up in the past couple of years. 


George 
Wilson (far 
right), former 
Islington 
branch 
Official, and 
Sid Chaney 
(front right), 
former NF 
candidate, 
enjoy a drink 
with armed 
robber James 
Howson (left 
of centre) 
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ith nominations now in, Searchlight examines 
W:: British National Party's prospects in the 
forthcoming elections. 

It has long been billed as the defining year in the 
history of British fascism. Against the backdrop of 
general asylum hysteria, boundary changes resulting in 
“all-out” council elections in much of the West Midlands 
and the North of England, and a European 
Parliamentary election contested under proportional 
representation, there has never been a better time for 
the BNP to make a major political breakthrough. 

While gaining representation in the European 
Parliament, and all the financial rewards that that 
entails, is obviously the party's top target, it is also 
hoping for breakthroughs in several local authorities. 

Back in August, at the BNP’s Red, White and Blue 
festival, the party’s group development officer Tony 
Lecomber confidently predicted 60 council gains. 
Since then not a month has passed without some BNP 
publication confidently predicting wins across the 
country in the European elections. 

Their simplistic, and quite stupid, formula has been to 
take a single council by-election result and claim that it 
represented regional support. After the party's recent 
13% in a council by-election in Telford, Shropshire, 
the BNP confidently predicted a regional victory in the 
European elections. A BNP press release in April took 
this to the extreme, comparing the percentage vote 
needed in every region to get at least one MEP elected, 
alongside an often higher figure purporting to be the 
average vote the BNP obtained in 2003/04 in that region. 
Of course the BNP only fought council elections in areas 
likely to produce the best results. 

Predicting BNP success is fast becoming a full-time 
occupation for many BNP supporters. Even a thread on 
the nazi Stormfront website is dedicated to this. 

However, back on planet earth the real battle has 
begun. Although as Searchlight went to press we were 
still waiting for some of the southern regions to close 
nominations it was already clear that the BNP was 
struggling to find 400 candidates. While that is almost 
double last year’s total, the number is still well short of 
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what the party was publicly boasting even a month or 
two ago. One can ignore the overexcited claims of some 
BNP officials who have raised the spectre of 1,000 
candidates, but the party’s official line has always been a 
minimum of 600. 

The BNP has tried to shrug off the failure to reach its 
desired target by claiming it has changed tactics. In the 
North West, where the party has done particularly poorly 
in finding candidates, the BNP press officer claims that the 
strategy of fielding paper candidates has proved a failure. 

The simple truth is that the BNP has been punching 
beyond its weight for some time and it has now been 
exposed. Only last month the party boasted to the press 
of a candidate in every ward in Crewe and Nantwich and 
none have materialised. Internally, supporters proudly 
talked of 23 candidates in Manchester and only one has 
appeared. In Dudley, in the West Midlands, the BNP has 
only found candidates for four wards despite the party 
having a very high profile councillor in Simon Darby. 
In Broxbourne, which saw a BNP councillor elected with 
48% of the vote in a ward by-election last year, the party 
has only been able to come up with two candidates. 


North West 

Perhaps more importantly, the shortage of council 
candidates, particularly in the North West, reflects more 
fundamental problems for the party. For all its publicity 
and obvious growth in membership, supporters remain 
reluctant to present themselves publicly to voters. 

In Burnley, where the BNP had eight councillors last 
June, the party has only put forward eight candidates 
although 15 seats are up for election. In Oldham the 
party can only manage six, down from ten last year. 
Some very winnable wards are not being contested. 
In Blackburn, where the party had 13 candidates at the 
beginning of the year, it is down to four. In Hyndburn, 
where the party has leafleted in several wards over the 
past few months, it could not find a single candidate. 
The same goes for Bolton. 

The shortage of candidates reflects a growing 
demoralisation within branches and _ increasing 
disillusionment with Nick Griffin's leadership. In late 
April, 82 people packed into a pub in Clitheroe to hear 


Anti-BNP groups in West Yorkshire are rising to 
the BNP challenge. Three days of action in 
Bradford, Kirklees and Calderdale brought over 
250 people out leafleting and a staggering 
79,000 Searchlight newspapers delivered. 

In Bradford, in late April, 44,200 newspapers 





former leader John Tyndall speak. On the same evening a 
miserable 34 people listened to Martin Wingfield, editor 
of the BNP newspaper The Voice of Freedom, in nearby 
Blackburn. This was even more remarkable in light of the 
fact that Tyndall had been banned from speaking. 

This spells trouble for Griffin as it is here that he is 
standing in the European elections. However, while a 
shortage of local council candidates would normally 
hamper a Euro candidate, Griffin will be hoping that his 
considerable media profile will carry him through. 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Across the Pennines the mood in the BNP is far more 
upbeat. If anything, these elections should establish this 
region as the most significant for the party nationally. 
A total of 75 candidates are standing in the five West 
Yorkshire authorities, with 23 in Leeds alone. 

Calderdale has fewer candidates then expected, with 
14, but it is here that the BNP will seek to make its most 
significant breakthrough. In the three central Halifax 
wards, where Labour would normally hope to win, the 
BNP is fielding three candidates in each. 

The biggest surprise in Yorkshire was in Barnsley, 
where the BNP has 14 candidates. It has made much of 
its eight women candidates but has been rather shyer 
to publicise the fact that its organiser was once sent to 
prison for 13 years for assaulting women and 
kidnapping. 

A vote of 12.5% will secure representation in the 
European Parliament but the BNP might struggle to 
convince many of the people who vote for the party in 
council elections to do so for Europe. This is especially 
the case with Conservative voters who might vote BNP 
locally to knock out a Labour councillor but revert to the 
Tories in a national election. 


North East 
Once again, the BNP is standing a full slate in 
Sunderland, although local activists were stunned to 
read the public repudiation of the party by John Martin, 
the BNP’s former Sunderland organiser, in the local 
edition of the Searchlight newspaper. 

The BNP is putting up 17 candidates in Gateshead, seven 


were put out in one day. 

Perhaps even more successful was Calderdale’s 
Day of Action. Just over 100 people delivered 
23,000 newspapers, a major triumph given the 
intimidation and threats of violence on previous 
leafleting sessions in Halifax. 





in Newcastle and seven in the two Tyneside 
authorities. 

Overall, the BNP will be hoping for a respectable 
overall vote rather then any real political 
breakthroughs. 


West Midlands 

The West Midlands is another region where the BNP 
will hope to do well in the council ballots. However, 
like much of the party as a whole, the BNP’s poor 
internal state makes it questionable whether it can 
really exploit the wider political climate. The BNP has 
only found eight candidates in Stoke, far fewer than 
expected, seven in Dudley and ten in Sandwell. These are 
the big three councils where the BNP will expect to make 
further inroads. 

One man missing from the Sandwell list is David 
Watkins, an incumbent BNP councillor. His election was 
a complete surprise to him last year and since then he 
has hardly attended a meeting. 

The Sandwell ward of Tipton Green will be an 
interesting battleground. Not only is it home to the so- 
called “Tipton Taleban’, it is also the setting for a head to 
head contest between the BNP and Steve Edwards of the 
ultra-right Freedom Party. 

Birmingham has seen a huge rise in BNP candidates 
but with almost 20,000 voters per ward it is difficult to 
imagine any fascist victories here. 

The West Midlands will be a key European region. 
With Simon Darby as the BNP’s lead candidate it will be 
hoping to push towards the 11% it needs to secure 
representation. However, a failure to stand any council 
candidates in Wolverhampton and few in Coventry and 
the more rural counties will make it hard to turn out 
potential voters. Recent research has shown that the BNP 
voter is least likely to turn out in a European election and 
in the absence of a local election candidate to stimulate 
local media publicity the BNP might struggle. 


The UKIP factor 

Outside the BNP heartlands of the North West, Yorkshire & 
The Humber and the West Midlands the BNP will struggle 
to make any significant breakthroughs. Undoubtedly 
there will be some surprises and the odd ward here and 
there where the BNP could win but overall the party will be 
concentrating on the European elections. 

In much of the South of England the anti-EU UK 
Independence Party (UKIP) will strip the BNP of vital 
votes. Quite what effect Robert Kilroy Silk’s decision to 
stand for UKIP will have remains to be seen but it will 
clearly take some votes away from the BNP. 

UKIP does not pose much of a threat in the North but 
most of the votes it does attract will be at the expense of 
the BNP. This explains the BNP’s continual attacks on 
UKIP over the past few months and the party’s fury at the 
huge UKIP billboards that are springing up everywhere. 

Overall, the BNP will be hoping to make substantial 
gains in June but the result will depend to a large extent 
on outside factors. Among these are rival political 
parties and anti-BNP groups. Research conducted by 
the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust shows that there is 
a large body of people who can be motivated to come 
out and vote just to stop the BNP. 

It is the duty of the mainstream political parties, and 
more importantly anti-BNP groups, to mobilise these 
voters. If we fail the BNP could make serious gains. If we 
can turn out the voters, and especially encourage those 
who are disillusioned with the main parties to vote against 
the BNP then we can once again keep fascism at bay. 
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By Gerry Gable 


A DISASTROUS MAY DAY political rally for the British 
National Party in west London was the highlight of ten days 
of failures for the party of no-hopers and losers. 

A week earlier the party’s much publicised St George’s 
Day family festival near Wickford in Essex flopped after 
attracting only 80 to 90 members with around 40 children. 

A broad-based coalition protested against the BNP 
activity, including John Baron the local Conservative MP 
Richard Howitt, a Labour MEP for Eastern Region, Labour 
and Liberal Democrat council leaders and many local trade 
unionists and community activists. 

While the nazis occupied themselves in a field at Crowsheath 
Angling Club, 150 anti-fascists held a meeting and had a laugh 
at the expense of six BNP members who spent two hours 
besieged at Wickford station. The protesters kept away from 
the festival itself because of the presence of children, taking 
the view that having BNP parents was trauma enough. 


Anti-fascists then distributed hundreds of copies of 
Searchlight’s election special newspaper and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) leaflets to shoppers in Wickford before 
moving on to deliver 20,000 copies of the anti-BNP 
newspaper throughout Essex that afternoon, continuing 
over the following two weeks. 

Later that Saturday night, events at the Rifleman pub in 
Hounslow, west London, showed that the BNP’s claimed 
respectable image is a very thin veneer indeed. Blood and 
Honour, the nazi music set-up, held a gig with the support 
of the BNP the latest in a line of similar nazi events there. 
The pub was a regular watering hole for the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 and the BNP in the 1990s. 

On this occasion, as British and Polish nazi bands bashed 
out their messages of hate, some of the audience split into 
the streets. At least one Asian man, who was just passing 
by, was seriously assaulted and hundreds of white power 
leaflets were left strewn around the neighbourhood. 

The publican claims he sent for the police but his concern 
is questionable seeing that he has played host to nazi gigs 
and Hounslow BNP branch meetings for so long. 

After Saturday’s entertainments it was all hands to the 
pumps for the BNP in support of its candidate in a by- 
election in Hillingdon’s South Ruislip ward. In private the 
local organisers were hopeful of victory as the BNP has 
cultivated this ward extensively in recent years. But they 
were to be disappointed. Searchlight intervened with the 
help of community activists and delivered a copy of our 
election newspaper to every household in the ward, despite 
foul weather and a half-hearted attempt by the BNP to 
intimidate us. 


Lies, hypocrisy and facile promises 


The BNP unveils its London manifesto 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY launched its manifesto for 
the London elections on May Day, the day after its big 
London political rally in west London flopped miserably. 
Titled London needs the BNP, it is full of big promises 
with little indication of how the party will achieve them, 
all underpinned by its traditional racism. 

It opens by warning that within another generation 
“London will not even be recognisable as a European 
city”. This is an interesting choice of words for a party 
that normally triumphs a British identity and wants to 
withdraw from Europe. Perhaps it is a mistake, because 
further on the manifesto complains about “a further 
massive and unnecessary wave of immigration from 
eastern Europe”. Surely such immigration would make 
London more European not less? 

Of course what the BNP really wants to say is that 
there are too many dark faces in London and the 
manifesto quickly goes on to the BNP’s favourite topic, 
“asylum seekers and economic migrants”. It claims that 
the government and Ken Livingstone have made London 
“a magnet for bogus ‘asylum seekers’ and economic 
migrants”, who are putting “an unbearable strain on 
public services, transport and housing”, and causing 
native Londoners to flee “to the Home Counties”. 
What the BNP ignores is that London’s public services 
are largely kept afloat by immigrants, and that economic 
migrants are people who come here to work in a city of 
skills shortages. London, like large conurbations all over 
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the world, has always attracted waves of immigrants who 
start off in the poor areas, such as the East End, and 
gradually move out as soon as they can afford it through 
working hard. This has gone on for hundreds of years. 
The BNP’s message is a policy of stagnation for London. 
The manifesto moves swiftly on to “law and order”, 
another of the BNP’s favourite subjects and certainly 
one that its members know a lot about — from the wrong 
side. Jason Douglas, the BNP’s leading London 
Assembly candidate, is a longstanding football hooligan, 
Tony Lecomber from Redbridge, the BNP’s national 
development officer, got a three-year prison sentence 
for assaulting a Jewish schoolteacher; many others 
have criminal records for violence and other offences. 
The BNP wants tougher law and order policies including 
much stiffer sentences and the birch, which no doubt 
several BNP members will queue up to administer 
personally. The manifesto also calls for “the reintroduction 
of the death penalty for premeditated murder when it can 
be proved beyond doubt as by DNA evidence or being 
caught red-handed”. The BNP must know something that 
forensic scientists don’t if it thinks that DNA samples can 
prove premeditation. And it will be very rough justice 
indeed if presence at the scene of a crime is proof of guilt. 
Following on from “law and order” the BNP wants to 
“make London safe from the threat of terrorism”, by 
deporting “Moslem fundamentalists”. Never mind that 
the last terrorist bombs to kill and injure people in 





The BNP ended up in fourth place with 14.66% of the vote. 
The turnout of 36% was impressive for a council by-election 
and did them no favours. Bullying and attempts at intimidation 
of Labour party members at the count got the BNP nowhere. 

But it was May Day to which London BNP members had 
all been looking forward. Since the beginning of the year lan 
Edward, the party’s Hillingdon organiser, and Warren Glass, 
until recently the Hounslow organiser, had been planning a 
major event in Hillingdon on the eve of the launch of the 
party’s manifesto for the London elections. They were 
promising a full political briefing and guest and London 
speakers, followed by a buffet supper, music and for good 
measure a comedienne. 

Searchlight posted a notice on www.stopthebnp.com 
calling on anti-fascists to come to Uxbridge for a mass 
distribution of our newspaper. By now the failures of that 
week were sapping the morale of the BNP organisers and 
activists. The final straw was when the Searchlight website 
published the menu for the BNP’s buffet. 

On the day fate intervened and the car carrying the 
Searchlight papers broke down on the other side of London, 
so they and local UAF members gave out a large quantity of 
the latest UAF leaflet instead. 

BNP spotters thought there was some kind of anti-fascist 
strike force waiting to pounce on them closer to their venue. 
This totally unfounded belief coupled with our accurate 
information about the event seems to have frightened many 
BNP activists away. The hall at St Andrew’s United Reform 
Church in Eastcote was expected to be filled to its capacity of 
200. But the rally flopped when just 30 people turned up. 

Much to the outrage of the BNP leader Nick Griffin and 


London were set off in 1999 by David Copeland, a former 
BNP activist who, when caught, said his aim had been to 
help get a BNP government elected. And Lecomber has 
a conviction for setting off a home-made nail bomb and 
possessing hand-grenades and electronic detonators. 

On transport the BNP’s first priority is to “make the 
capital’s public transport free of crime once again, as it 
used to be not so long ago”. The crime-free promise 
presumably includes underground stations such as 
Gants Hill, scene of Lecomber’s violent assault. 

After imposing “the severest sentences currently 
allowable” on criminals like Lecomber, the BNP would 
spend “£billions” on the underground, “two new orbital rail 
routes” a new bridge across the Thames and other 
expensive road schemes. This money would come from 
“BNP policies of withdrawing from the European Union and 
ending the ‘asylum seeker’ scandal”. How money would be 
raised from breaking up the UK’s main economic 
partnerships and trading links the BNP fails to explain. 

Air travel will however not be favoured in the same way 
as road and rail transport. The BNP wants to cut flights 
at Heathrow from 480,000 a year to 300,000 and ban 
all flights between 11pm and 7am. Perhaps the BNP 
believes these 180,000 flights will no longer be needed 
when all immigration is banned. Instead the BNP would 
build “a new, offshore, international hub airport in the 
Thames estuary” with a journey time by rail into central 
London of “only a few minutes”. That’s for about 65km 
(40 miles). There are no costings on this one. The effect 
on employment and Britain’s tourist industry of cutting 
Heathrow flights is also ignored. 

Having blamed asylum seekers for terrorism, crime 
generally and lack of money to spend on transport, the 
BNP then blames them for “the property price boom that 
has priced most Londoners out of the market”. It is 
difficult to see how “asylum seekers” who are all on 


his key henchman in London, the convicted bomber 
Tony Lecomber, neither of whom were there, the 
two keynote speakers were Griffin’s rival, the BNP’s 
former nazi leader John Tyndall, and Bob James one of 
Tyndall’s strongest supporters in the capital. 

One thing Tyndall has always been good for is rallying the 
troops, but as he gazed across the nearly empty hall, his 
delivery was the most tired it has been in many years. 
Thoroughly disheartened the BNP called off a day of 
action in Hounslow planned for Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

But the run of disasters for the BNP was not over. 
The following day the BNP website claimed it had launched 
the party’s London manifesto in central London the previous 
day. In fact the party had intended to launch it at the west 
London rally but it failed to materialise. Perhaps the organisers 
did not want to taint the manifesto with failure at its birth. 

Or perhaps the problem was the absence of prominent 
London activists. Chris Roberts, the party’s number 
one candidate for the European election, had swanned off 
to the States for a family holiday, missing the rally. 
And Richard Barnbrook, aka Brook, the BNP’s London 
coordinator and temporary press officer, seems to have fled 
for cover in the wake of the difficulties faced by Simon 
Smith, the BNP’s number two European election candidate 
in the West Midlands. Smith, a maths teacher, has been 
suspended from the Solihull Catholic secondary school 
where he works. Our disclosure that Barnbrook might also 
be in a profession in which exposure as a BNP organiser 
would do him no good appears to have sent him heading 
for his local off licence. 


benefits according to the BNP can buy any sort of property 
let alone fuel a price boom. The main cause of property 
price rises is too few homes to meet demand, but the BNP 
is against building more homes in London. Miraculously, 
ending immigration would “make housing affordable once 
again for everyone”. In yet another popularist policy, the 
manifesto states that “development should be confined 
to brownfield sites only”, ignoring the fact that many are 
so polluted with chemicals, unstable or prone to flooding 
that residential development would be dangerous or 
prohibitively expensive. 

Ignorance has never been an obstacle for the BNP 
against spouting forth about anything and education is 
no exception. The BNP calls glibly for “incompetent 
teachers” to be sacked, ignoring the fact that one of the 
biggest problems in London is filling teacher vacancies. 
Helping teachers to improve their skills is obviously too 
constructive for the BNP 

The manifesto does not elaborate on its call for 
“stricter discipline in the classroom” but the party’s 
earlier call for the birch suggests what might be meant 
here. The party wants “a concentration on mastering the 
basics, the 3Rs, as levels of literacy and numeracy are 
depressingly low’. Is the BNP unaware of the literacy 
hour and numeracy hour that are already required in all 
primary schools and the huge improvements in children’s 
achievement over the past few years? 

Courting popularity, the BNP would scrap the 
congestion charge, remove most speed cameras and 
use the empty plinth in Trafalgar Square for a statue of 
a historical white male Anglo-Saxon. 

Perhaps the clearest sign of the BNP’s ignorance is 
that it cannot even get the name right of the body to 
which it is seeking election. It is the London Assembly, 
not the Greater London Assembly. London needs the 
BNP? Like a hole in the head. 
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ne strong oppasttion to > the European | 
onically a seat on the European Parliament is 


f the BNP’s most coveted prizes. A BNP MEP 


- would bring the party a level of publicity and funding 
that it can currently only dream about. Kate Taylor 
sets out the list of BNP candidates for the 11 Euro 
constituencies it is fighting. Among those competing 
for European glory are several hardcore activists and 
racists who would bring hate and bigotry to Brussels. 


NORTHERN 
IRELAND 


YORKSHIRE & 
THE HUMBER 


1 Simon Darby 

West Midlands organiser and director of information 
technology. Formerly in the National Democrats 

2 Simon Smith 

Was last month suspended from his position of maths 
teacher at a Solihull school because of his ties with the 
BNP and for running a nazi website 

3 Martin Roberts 

4 Robert Purcell 

Editor of the BNP’s members’ bulletin 

5 Mark Payne 

Once ran the 14 Words Press, a UK branch of a US 
book club of the same name, dedicated to remembering | 
US terrorist Robert Matthews. Payne once changed his 
name to Mark Matthews in honour of his hero, who ran 
the nazi terror gang The Order and was killed by the FBI 
6 Michael Coleman 


7 William Locke 


1 Steve Blake 

Owner of Aurora Promotions, the importer of 
hardcore nazi material from the US, in the 
1980s 


2 Scott McLean 


Nazi vice chair of the BNP 


3 David Kerr 
Football “casual” and Combat 18 thug 


4 Stephen Burns 
S Bryan Dickson 
6 Craig McComb Scott McLean 


7 John Bean 
Lifelong fascist, “the British Dr Goebbels” 


1. Alan Patterson 
2 Andrew Harris 
3 Jenny Agnew 


i John Walker 

2 Pauline Gregory 
3 James Roberts 

4 Mark Stringfellow 


i Tony North 

Devon and Cornwall organiser, received a 
police warning last year after harassing anti- 
racist campaigners 


2 Michaela MacKenzie 
3 Barry Bennett 
4 Peter Mullins 
5 Robert Baggs 


6 Bruce Cowd 
Somerset organiser and long-time BNP activist 


7 Frederick Paynter 











1 Nick Griffin _ | iNick Cass 

BNP leader. Convicted in 1998 for producing The BNP’s Dewsbury organiser has admitted to taking 
| the racist magazine The Rune. Denies the photos for the nazi website Redwatch, which aims to 

Holocaust ever happened and is a disciple of harass and intimidate people who do not like the BNP 

Roberto Fiore, the convicted Italian terrorist. 2 Chris Beverley 


2 Martin Wingfield 
Former National Front chairman, who joined 
-the BNP in 1991. Edits BNP newspaper The 


Recently graduated from Leeds University with a first 
class degree in German. While studying he forged close 
links with German far-right NPD. Beverley, known as 


Voice of Freedom. Convicted for racist leaflet 
3 David Jones 

4 Patricia Thompson 

5 David Joines 

6 Ralph Ellis 


7 Richard Chadfield 
Active political extremist since 1978 


8 Anita Corbett 
9 Barry Birks 


Scarface, runs Excalibur, the BNP’s merchandising 
operation, and is director of internet publicity 


_ | 3 John Brayshaw 
York based national treasurer of the BNP tried to 
infiltrate the UK Independence Party in October last year, 
] but was expelled when his BNP membership was 
| exposed 
_ | 4 John Aveyard 
_ | 5 Paul Cromie 


6 Diane Carr 


‘1 Matt Single 

2 Paul Goodchild 

3 Patricia Richardson 

4 Ramon Johns (aka Ray Johns) 

On his own admission a failed BNP councillor in Broxbourne. 
His shelves are full of books about the SS and Nazism 

5 Bert Corby 

6 Sid Chaney 


7 Peter Turpin 
Disgraced former police officer 


Nick Griffin. | 


) Martin : 
Wingfield 


EAST MIDLANDS 


1. Peter Francis 

2 Clive Potter 

Prominent Leicester activist. Former key member 
of the National Democrats. Expelled from UNISON 
a few years ago for bringing the trade union into 
disrepute through his far-right activities 

3 Patrick May 

4 John Pennington 

5 Wendy Russell 

6 Mark Hall 


1 Chris Roberts 

Former City insurance man and brother of 
hardline nazi Barry Roberts 

2 Tess Culnane 

3 Lee Barnes 

Wannabe legal adviser to the BNP 

4 James Sneadon 

5 John Bowles 

Itinerant BNP activist 


6 Jay Lee 

Prominent Bexley activist, expelled from 
ASLEF in 2002 for his alleged racist 
activities 

7 John Evans 

& Alan Bailey 

© Lawrence Rustem 

His recruitment to the BNP caused an 
internal row because of his Turkish origin 


| 1 Brian Galloway 
2 Julie Russell 
Daughter of Stuart Russell aka Phil Edwards, the BNP press 
| Officer. Julie has links with the Swedish National Democrats, 
and runs the Overseas Liaison Group. In a recent Identity 
article she wrote, “for us European also means white” 
| 3 Timothy Rait 
Long-time supporter of Nick Griffin’s rival John Tyndall 
4 Dr Peter Lane 
5 Roger Robertson ’ 
6 Julian Crewe _ Julie Russell 
| 7 Adam Champneys 
8 lan Johnson 
® Dennis Whiting 
A founder member of the National Front, Whiting joined the 
BNP in the 1980s. Has stood for the BNP on several 
occasions. 


1.0 Vernon Atkinson 


| a. 


Chris Roberts 





Where now for 


anti-fascists? 





The Battle of 
Cable Street 
October 
1936 


Derek 
Beackon 
demonstrates 
what the BNP 
really stands 
for: Race War 


By Steve Silver 


his election period has witnessed a massive 





campaign against the fascists of the British 
National Party. It is a campaign that has been 
without recent precedent both in terms of 
the amount of literature distributed and also 
the way that it has been conducted, with leadership at a 
local level. Then, suddenly, the election campaign will 
be over and we will all need to take stock. 

Searchlight has maintained from the outset that this 
election campaign could only ever be a short-term 
damage limitation exercise against the BNP. Even taking 
cognisance of the fact that the BNP has gone for an 
image change which has taken in many people, it has 
not been solely the BNP’s own machinations that have 
put it in such a strong position. 

British fascists in the 1980s — after the collapse of 
the National Front —- could only have dreamed that 
objective conditions would move so far in their favour. 
The constant stream of racist propaganda being churned 
out by some of the tabloid press, government ineptitude 
on immigration policy and the perceived threat of 
terrorism by “Muslims” post 9/11 make for a nice racist 
cocktail. Throw in a costly war, then contrast that with the 
fact that many people feel alienated from the mainstream 
political parties and it is hardly surprising people can put 
across against the BNP on their ballot paper. 

On top of that we have a proportional representation 
system for the European elections, in which a minority 
party can get a candidate elected on a very small 
percentage of the vote. In some regions this is as low as 
9% of what is likely to be a low turnout. In the local 
elections on the same day, boundary changes in many 
areas mean that a candidate can come third in a ward and 
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still be elected. And in the London Assembly elections 
the BNP only needs 5% of the London-wide vote to secure 
a member. 

Most BNP voters are not fascists, just people angry 
with the way things are and yet to be convinced of a 
better explanation for how things can be changed than 
that offered by the fascist party. A fascist party of course 
which denies to the public the very fascism from which 
it is sprung. 


Defeating fascism by local organising 

Once the elections are over we will need to continue to 
organise in a serious and systematic manner if we are 
really going to drive the BNP back to the margins of 
society, where it both came from and belongs. The only 
way to deal the BNP a fundamental defeat is by 
destroying its bases in our localities. 

This doesn’t mean we need to produce an endless 
stream of anti-BNP leaflets. What is needed is work that 
shows that the institutions of the anti-fascists: trade 
unions, democratic political parties, religious and civic 
bodies, have better answers than the fascists and are 
serious and relevant to ordinary people. 

This will need to be done not by propaganda alone but 
by painstaking day-to-day work on bread and butter 
issues. The very issues that the BNP exploits. The issues 
will differ from one place to another; it seems self 
evident that only local people can determine what they 
are, whether it is the closure of a hospital or library or a 
hike in council tax. This isn’t a strategy dreamt up by us, 
or advocated because it sounds like a good idea, but one 
that has been tested in the political arena before. 


Learning from the conflict 

Anti-fascists often talk about the Battle of Cable Street, 
when the fascists were prevented from marching 
through the Jewish districts of east London. One of the 
people acknowledged to have played a leading role in 
organising the defence of the Jewish community on that 
historic day in 1936 was Phil Piratin — later to become a 
Communist MP. 








In his book Our Flag Stays Red Piratin showed that 
great as the victory was at Cable Street, the work 
against the fascists on the ground had to be done after 
that. A year later anti-fascists — Jew and gentile — were 
organising the defence of tenants who were being 
evicted by slum landlords. Describing one campaign 
Piratin explained that some of the tenants they 
had defended were members of the British Union 
of Fascists and that it was anti-fascists who worked 
even among fascist sympathisers while the BUF 
did nothing. 

After one particularly successful campaign he said: 
“The lessons did not require being pressed home. 
BUE membership cards were destroyed voluntarily 
and in disgust. Every one in the buildings seemed to 
have relatives in the nearby streets, and the news went 
round much more quickly than the leaflet which 
the Communist Party distributed to the whole of the 
neighbourhood, explaining not only what had taken 
place but the fascist demagogic attitude... 

“The tenant's issues now took on a new form... this is 
how they emerged in the fight against fascism... 
We were now supplementing our propaganda with 
positive action. The kind of people who would never 
come to our meetings, and had strange ideas about 
Communists and Jews, learned the facts overnight...” 

Piratin’s role in the local community was legend and 
was recognised at the ballot box when he went on to 
become a Communist MP for Mile End from 1945-1950. 

More than 50 years later east London faced an epic 
battle against the fascists once again when Derek 
Beackon, then the BNP’s chief steward, was elected to 
Tower Hamlets council in 1993. On that occasion it was 
the importance of coalition building that came to the 
fore. The fascists were successfully defeated by a broad 
coalition of political forces, including the trade unions 
and churches. Again though, the lesson was that it was 
local organising with an understanding of local issues 
that defeated the BNP. 


Rooting anti-fascism in local communities 

At the root of the BNP’s local advances has been its 
ability to capitalise on the fact that many people see the 
world through the prism of race. Why is there a lack of 
decent housing, few jobs with security and poor local 
services? Whatever the issue, asylum and racism offer an 
answer. The wrong answer. 

The BNP claims to speak for the white working class, 
yet dividing local people on race lines ensures that 
people cannot work together to campaign for better 
local provision. 

We have to show that the BNP is not representative of 
the white working class but its enemy. The genuine 
representative organisations of all workers in Britain — 
black and white — are the trade unions and as 
such they have a special role and 
responsibility in the fightback against the 
BNP and for progressive policies. 

Trades councils, generally a shadow of 
what they once were, can play a leading role 
at the heart of communities speaking and 
organising for local people, not just on the 
issue of fascism but on all social issues. 
Trades councils are institutions with which 
all of the non-sectarian left — indeed all anti- 
fascists — can work together. And of course 
the trades councils themselves, not 
representing one or other party, can build 
further coalitions with other democratic 


forces when it becomes necessary to confront 
the fascists head on. 

Individual unions have the resources in terms of 
people and finances that are needed for campaigning 
and should make them fully available to carry out these 
activities. Trade unions need to jettison the idea that 
they must seek out one or other anti-fascist 
organisation and offer their support to it. Instead 
they need to lead and carry out the work 
themselves. Anti-fascism is not work that can be 
“contracted out”. 

In some places, such as Oldham, this approach 
has already resurrected trades councils. In others, such 
as Bradford, trades councils that were already very 
active have become a major political force through their 
new work. We should now seize the unique opportunity 
to transform trade unionism into a radical campaigning 
force on social issues in our towns and cities. 

Of course it is not only trade unions that have an 
important role to play in combating the BNP. The anti- 
fascist coalitions with which we already work involve all 
sorts of people. In some areas churches, political parties 
and other, perhaps unique, local organisations will be 
crucial in building up local democracy against the 
fascists and racists. 

We have to continue our work in all the sites of 
struggle that the fascists use. For example, the BNP often 
has a free hand on radio phone-ins, where members 
pose as ordinary concerned citizens, and in the letters 
pages of the press. These forums reach thousands of 
people and we cannot afford to ignore them. Some local 
anti-fascist groups already pay attention to this area of 
work and their example should be followed elsewhere. 

This election campaign has been just one big battle in 
our long war against the forces of reaction in Britain. 
Now we must demonstrate that we are not fair-weather 
friends of local people who only pop up at election time 
but consistent activists in whatever campaigns we are 










involved in. Then next time we have to face the litmus 1.25 million 
test of an electoral challenge we will be in a far stronger _ copies of 
position to crush the fascists. Searchlight’s 
We have campaigned under the slogan “Hope not _ election 
Hate” and we remain hopeful that democratic values newspaper 
will ultimately prevail. After the defeat of Beackon in _ have told 
east London ten years ago anti-fascists produced a__ voters the 
pamphlet called Learning from the Conflict. This is what _ truth about 
they had to say after their work had been done in that _ the BNP 


campaign: 

“Some of the friends in high 
places whom we had acquired 
melted away now the ‘crisis’ 
was over, and it was back to the 
long, slow, painstaking, and 
sometimes unrewarding task of 
building bridges in a divided 
community. Many people were 
exhausted after the intensity of 
the past six months. And yet 
the work had to go on. It can be 
very hard to remain hopeful, 
and it is useful to remember 
sometimes that hope is a piece 
of work, and not just a feeling.” 

Whatever the outcome of 
the elections, let us make this 
month’s election work not the 
end of a process, but the 
beginning of it. Our struggle 
goes on! 
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Nazi hooligans return to BNP circles 


Andy 
“Nightmare” 
Frain (right, 
on phone) on 
a fascist 
march earlier 
this year 


Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
Lancashire BB4 4WT 


the country’s most violent and dangerous football 

hooligans back with their nazi chums. Andy “Nightmare” 
Frain and Jason Marriner were released last year more than 
a little early from the prison sentences of seven and six years 
respectively imposed in December 2000 for planning 
violence at a football match and trying to disrupt a march 
through London to commemorate Bloody Sunday. 

Frain, who also has convictions for possessing an 
offensive weapon, burglary, importing drugs, assaulting a 
police officer and possession of racist material, was spotted 
earlier this year in the company of other convicted criminals 
from the National Front during a march in Woolwich. He was 
with a group of very young members of the Chelsea 
Headhunters, the notorious hooligan gang with which he 
organised the violence for which he was convicted. 

But he was not offering his political services just to the 
NF. He also attended Hounslow British National Party 
branch meetings in west London, between prison visits to 


S== Yard police officers were surprised to see two of 


Kirklees United Against 
Racism and Fascism 
PO Box 310, Huddersfield 
West Yorkshire HD1 3YU 


Charlie Sargent, the former leader of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18, who is serving life for murder. 

Marriner too has been keeping company with the BNP in 
particular Warren Glass, who was until recently the organiser 
of Hounslow BNP and his brother Stuart. Both men are long- 
time Chelsea fans. Most of the BNP meetings were at the 
Rifleman pub in Hounslow, a regular venue for Blood and 
Honour nazi gigs and C18 social events. 

The night before the most recent gig on 24 April, Marriner 
joined the Glass brothers and other nazis for a Madness 
revival evening there. One black fan fled the pub, sensing 
that the atmosphere was turning nasty. The audience was 
highly excited especially by a blast from the past in the form 
of Busta Bloodvessel, who said a few words from the stage. 

As the now very rowdy crowd left the pub a solitary figure 
came out of the night and smashed a bottle in Warren Glass’s 
face. The man who has one of the most fearsome reputations 
on the nazi right was laid low. His attacker fled chased by a 
large very angry mob, who found the police apparently waiting 
for them. The assailant disappeared into the night. 

Nothing of this has appeared on the BNP or any other 
nazi website. Clearly Nick Griffin, the “respectable” BNP 
leader, would be embarrassed by the presence of Frain and 
Marriner in BNP political circles and Marriner must be 
feeling very demoralised. 

As for the Rifleman, it is high time the police made 
representations to the licensing magistrates in Hounslow for 
removal of the publican’s licence to run such a rat’s nest. 
Most brewers these days do not want their pubs run or 
frequented by violent nazis or football hooligans or, as in 
this case, both. 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 
PO Box 164 , Brighton BN1 7WB 


Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 


Bolton Against Racism 
16 Wood Street, Bolton BL1 1DY 
www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 


Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
Bradford TUC-AFC 
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Broxbourne Against Racism 
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Burnley Trades Council 
c/o Town Hall, Burnley, Lancs BB11 1A 
pthorne@burnley.gov.uk 


Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, Bradford BD1 5DT 


Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street 

Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NES LAY 
0191-477-6638 
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Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o T@WU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


Oldham United Against Racism 
c/o Oldham Law Centre, Archway House 
Bridge Street, Oldham OL1 1ED 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
PO Box 95, Whalley, Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
Www.tvar.org.uk 


Sheffield Campaign Against 

Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield 1UC, Trades & Labour Club 
Talbot Street, Sheffield S2 21G 


South East Essex 
Coalition Against Racism 
c/o Searchlight Magazine 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
Room 111, Transport House 

Blo)ala) Blojercrela) olagcicud 

Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8TW 

0191 272 1211 twafa@twafa.org.uk 


Wakefield Trades Council 
UNOrS) |W felelgatoiics. A\Vicialuic 
Stanley, Wakefield WF3 4BH 


Wales Friends of Searchlight 
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182 Habershon Street 

Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


Wigan & Leigh United Against Racism 
27 Alder Avenue, 

Worsley Hall, Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Wolverhampton, Bilston & District TUC 
PO Box 2917, Wolverhampton, WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 


To get your group’s details included on this list in future editions of the magazine please contact Searchlight. 











WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


HAVING MADE A mental note not to 
mention Spearhead at all this month, 
I was so tickled with John Tyndall’s 
April edition that I could not let it pass 
by. Firstly, there is the front-page 
headline, “Mad and Dangerous”, 
which is by all accounts not the title of 
an article about Joe Owens or indeed 
Tony Lecomber. 

Page 2’s “What We Think” column 
includes the immortal line apropos 
an attack on those evil Jews and 
mindbenders that really rile JT’s goat: 
“A few years ago such an assertion 
would have sounded. cranky ...”. 
Well, yes, it did then and it does now. 
The assertion in question is that the 
Jews were most probably behind 
the Madrid bombing, that there is an 
evil cabal of Jews running the world, 
etc, etc. It’s still as cranky now as it 
ever was, John. Tell me JT, do you still 
dress up in a Nazi uniform and pose 


in front of photographs of Adolf 
Hitler? Or is that too “cranky”? 
Moving swiftly on, in an article 


attacking the Leader of the 
Opposition for labelling the BNP 
“thugs in suits” JT challenges Michael 
Howard to find evidence in “A single 
leaflet. A single newspaper or 
magazine article” ever written by the 
BNP to prove that they are a hate 
party. Because, surely if this were true, 
Mr Howard, those people who would 


\ 


By Matthew Collins 


write such things would be “arrested 
and jailed”, Tyndall smugly tells him. 
Page 26 of April’s Spearhead carries 
an ad for the book Tyndall wrote while 
imprisoned for spreading hate via the 
good offices of BNP newspapers and 
magazines back in the 1980s. Doh! 
Highlight of April’s Spearhead, 
which boasts that it expresses 
“contemporary Nationalist opinion’, 
is an article by an old nemesis of mine, 
Nigel Jackson of Australia. Mr Jackson 
used to be a teacher at the prestigious 
Carey Grammar School, Melbourne 
until some parents took quite an 
exception to the self-styled and self- 
publishing poet, much of whose 
poetry is not only god-awful, but 
perhaps a little risqué. Among his 
most (in)famous works is “To my 
lesbia’” which includes the memorable 
line, “I spy your breasts from every 
coign”. Or perhaps they failed to 
appreciate “Ideal Hostess”, which 
includes the following immortal white 
nationalist “contemporary” prose: 
Her young breast tipsily lifting 
with surprise Their thickening tips; 
Her dress about her hips. 
Back in the 1990s, The Review, 
an Australian magazine, reviewed 
Mr Jackson's poetry, paying particular 


attention to his epic “Tech. Girl at 
School Swimming Sports’, which the 
writer deemed unprintable on grounds 
of “common decency”. Shocking stuff, 
but from what we've been hearing lately, 
this kind of nonsense and worse is very 
“contemporary” of the saucy thinking 
and actions inside the BNP these days. 

JT has also taken to his bosom the 
loathsome Keith Thompson, founder 
of the nazi League of St George and 
Steven Books. A one-time Searchlight 
paid informer, press informer and 
perjurer, Thompson is seen as the kiss 
of death by Britain’s most senior nazis 
such as Colin Jordan. He now runs 
booklists for Tyndall and some other 
far-right groups, giving him access to 
their subscriber lists. Griffin has also 
smiled upon him of late. 

Thompson is the brains behind his 
Essex neighbour Graham John, a BNP 
candidate and former National Front 
boot-boy, who now runs a website 
Identity Church, a pagan outfit that 
describes blacks and Jews as “spawn 
of the devil”. 

The innovation Thompson has 
brought to the Spearhead booklist is 
the works of Kerry Bolton, a New 
Zealander and one of the world’s 
leading satanists. Bolton was at the 
heart of a scandal in New Zealand 
some years ago when he promoted 
a book by a notorious paedophile. 
So much for JT’s family values. Over to 
you, “Nonce Watch’. 

Now for the history section. Not a 
day goes by without the BNP website 
seemingly issuing warnings of the 
“Marxist menace’ that seems to 
encompass school teachers, black 
police officers, trade unionists and 
just about everyone not voting for a 
fascist party in June. Indeed, all credit 
to them as apparently they have been 
calling the BNP nazis since back in the 
1970s according to the BNP’s website 
update of 20 April, which is of course, 
Adolf’s birthday. Heavens to Betsy! 
This current incarnation of the BNP 
only appeared in the 1980s! What great 
foresight that rag-tag of reds, browns, 
blacks and Jews must have had. Or is it 
perhaps evidence that it is they who 
run the BNP these days? More 
comment on this claim, JT please. 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
® Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


™@ Special rates on training and educational materials. 
™@ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 
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Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Contact name 












































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IGS ONG wm Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. Searchlight’s election special tabloid 
newspaper, with 1.25 million copies and 26 local 
editions, is delivering a message of “Hope not 
Hate” in the run-up to the elections on 10 June. 
And we are working with locally based anti-fascist 
and anti-racist groups defending towns and cities 
against the fascist threat and producing local 
leaflets. We could not have done this without the 
generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP has 17 councillors and is hoping to 
increase that number and perhaps even win 
MEPs. And whatever the result in June, the BNP 
will be back again in 2005. We need to maintain 
a solid financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 





Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 





(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 








Please debit my account with the sum of £ 








immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 


Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Your account no 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





&4Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?9 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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Voters deliver snub to far right 


From Jean Raymond for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THE RUSSIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, in which Vladimir 
Putin romped home with over 70% of the vote, resulted in 
a meltdown of the nationalist vote. Sergei Glaziev took only 
4.1% and Oleg Malyshkin, the candidate of the right-wing 
extremist Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s grotesquely misnamed 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR), scored a pitiful 2.0%. 

The two nationalist candidates laboured under 
unquestionable handicaps. Glaziev was not able to avail 
himself of full the support of his party, Rodina (Motherland), 
some of whose leaders, including extreme right-wingers 
such as Sergei Baburin, backed Putin. The anonymity of the 
LDPR candidate sapped his chances and throughout 
the campaign he looked exactly what he was, a lifeless 
stooge of Zhirinovsky. 

Despite its electoral annihilation, the extreme right still 
managed to stay in the headlines on the crime pages, 
where it was reported that a former LDPR official in 
St Petersburg had been found dead and badly mutilated 
with two other people in Cyprus. The three “businessmen” 
were suspected of embezzlement and linked to criminal 
groups in Tambov, 400 km southeast of Moscow. 

The political pages of the papers contained much irony 
about the internal problems of Rodina, whose leader 
Glaziev has been demoted from his post of party chairman 
and whose spokesman in the Duma is Baburin. Glaziev, who 
had failed to become the leader of the Communist Party, 
has lost almost everything this year and is an unlikely 
prospect for the 2008 presidential elections. 

Rodina is incapable of voting coherently in the Duma. In 
the vote to inaugurate the new prime minister, 33 members 
of the Rodina parliamentary fraction boycotted the session, 
six voted for him, nine against and 18 abstained. 
Nevertheless, outside parliament Rodina remains popular 
despite its poor showing in the presidential ballot. 

Meanwhile, the murder of a young African in Voronezh 
has been reappraised as a racist crime. Initially the city 
prosecutor's department denied, as often happens in 
Russia, that the killing had anything to do with racism. 
This type of attitude results in underestimation of the level 
of racist violence. 


Since the horrific racist murder of a nine-year-old girl 
in St Petersburg (see Searchlight, April 2004), media 
coverage and studies of skinheads have multiplied. 
The latest report, by Alexander Tarasov, a sociologist for 
the Moscow Committee for Human Rights, noted strong 
growth in the Russian skinhead scene. 

The first groups appeared at the time of perestroika in 
the early 1990s. They have proliferated thanks to the 
dislocation of educational and social structures that 
followed. During the past two years, numbers have 
escalated from 30,000 to 50,000. Growth has been 
especially fast in Moscow and St Petersburg. 

According to Tarasov, there are at least 85 groups of 
boneheads and their racist behaviour cannot be separated 
from the nationalist rhetoric that pollutes the whole political 
atmosphere in Russia. Sociologically, skinheads are no 
longer confined to low income and poorly educated sectors 
of society but also include middle-class youth. 

Tarasov has_ investigated possible links between 
skinheads and the authorities. He draws attention to 
several strange phenomena, including the fact that Interior 
Ministry special troops organised training sessions for 
skinheads in 2002 and members of Putin’s youth 
organisation have connections with the skinheads. 

There have also been reports of links between the pro- 
Putin youth group Walking Together and Moscow skinheads. 
The two forces have been known to take part together in 
some protest marches and rallies. In September 2002, 
Novaya Gazeta reported that Alexei Mitryushin, a leader of 
a Walking Together branch in Moscow, formerly headed a 
skinhead group called the Rabid Stallions. 

The same issue of Novaya Gazeta quoted an 
unidentified alleged member of a skinhead group called 
United Brigade-88, who claimed that Walking Together 
gave them money to break up a demonstration in defence 
of the anti-Putin independent NTV television channel at 
the Ostankino television centre. However, other members 
of Walking Together have demonstrated, for example in 
Rostov, for tougher measures to protect immigrants from 
skinhead attacks. 
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The far right’s prospects in 
the European elections 


By Graeme Atkinson, with acknowledgements to Jean-Yves Camus in Paris 


and UNITED in Amsterdam 


THIS MONTH’S EUROPEAN ELECTIONS will be 
momentous. Following the enlargement of the 
European Union on 1 May, they will be the largest 
simultaneous transnational elections ever held in the 
world, with nearly 400 million citizens eligible to vote. 

To accommodate the expansion, the number of 
Members of the European Parliament representing the 
original 15 states will fall from 626 to 570. The 10 new 
states, which include eight former communist 
countries, will elect 162 MEPs, bringing the total to 732. 

Whether the expansion will benefit the extreme right 
remains to be seen. The larger percentage of votes 
needed to secure election of an MEP will make it harder 
for smaller far-right parties, such as the British National 
Party, to break through. But racist parties in some 
countries might gain some votes by raising the spectre 
of mass migration from Eastern Europe. 

Currently, there are 24 MEPs whose politics place 
them well to the right of mainstream conservatism. 
The biggest single group, with nine MEPs, belongs to the 
Alleanza Nazionale in Italy. This party, its roots deep in 
Mussolini fascism, has for several years been respraying 
itself in conservative colours and likes to be called 
“post-fascist”. Also from Italy are three MEPs from 
Umberto Bossi’s right-wing separatist Lega Nord. 

The rest are a gaggle of right-wing extremists and 
populists. Five come from the Front National in France, 
two from the Vlaams Blok in Belgium, four from Jérg 
Haider’s Freedom Party in Austria and one from the anti- 
immigrant, populist Danish People’s Party, 

The ultra-right’s representation in the European 
Parliament has been a dog's breakfast of competing 
factions at each other's throats and incapable of uniting 
in a single parliamentary grouping, which would have 
long term benefits and give them greater access to 
funds. The Alleanza Nazionale and Danish People’s 
Party are part of a nationalist group that currently has 
23 MEPs; the others are independent of all groups. 

The relatively professional racist and right-wing 
populist parties that already hold seats in France, 
Belgium, Italy, Austria and Denmark will field full lists of 
candidates. Also doing so will be two Swedish far-right 
parties, the racist Sweden Democrats and fascist 
National Democrats, friends of the BNP. 
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In Germany, several fascist outfits have thrown their hats 
into the ring, including the Republikaner, the Deutsche 
Partei and unexpectedly the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD), another hardcore nazi ally of the 
BNP. Also trying to get on the ballot paper is the tiny 
antisemitic cult led by the US right-wing conspiracy 
theorist Lyndon LaRouche. A British Jewish student died in 
unusual circumstances last year after attending one of the 
cult’s meetings. The federal electoral commission may yet 
bar some of these parties from standing. 

In The Netherlands, although the far right has 
become much more vocal in the past two years, the 
only party entering the lists is Michiel Smit’s 
NieuwRechts party (NR). This outfit will field 25 
candidates and will campaign against the EU’s 
expansion and the admission of Turkey. 

Most of the far-right parties in these countries will 
have opposition to immigration and asylum seekers and 
claims for their own countries’ “national sovereignty” 
prominent on their list of campaign themes. 

The situation in other states is less clear. In Finland 
and Ireland, where no extreme right-wing parties exist 
in a politically meaningful sense, it is unlikely that 
anything will emerge in time to find its way onto the 
ballot paper. The same applies to Cyprus, where despite 
the nationalist conflicts between the Greek and Turkish 
inhabitants of the island, there is no openly racist party. 
In Greece itself, the openly nazi Golden Dawn 
movement will take part in the election. 

In Malta, the lone nazi crackpot Norman Lowell has 
decided to iron the words “independent candidate” on 
his swastika flag. Lowell, a contributor to the US nazi 
newspaper National Vanguard, is expected to win a 
maximum of 50 votes. 

In Portugal, the right-wing, anti-immigrant Partido 
Popular will field candidates and could make its debut 
in the European Parliament. In the general election of 
March 2002, the PP won 8.75% of the vote, giving it 
14 parliamentary seats. It is now a junior partner in a 
right-wing coalition. 

Across the border in Spain, it is unlikely that any far- 
right parties that manage to crawl onto the ballot paper 
will have any success. In the parliamentary election that 
took place on 14 March in the wake of the Madrid terror 





bombing, ten assorted fascist and Francoist parties 
managed to rustle up between them a mighty 0.21%. 

The picture is decidedly murkier in eastern Europe, 
with information on likely far-right candidates hard to 
come by and even the date of the election subject to 
intense legal wrangling in some countries. Generally, 
the right will seek to draw upon the large-scale Euro- 
scepticism that exists there. 

In Poland, a number of far-right and Catholic 
fundamentalist parties will stand, including the League 
of Polish Families, the antisemitic Self-Defence, the 
Polish National Party and the third positionist National 
Rebirth of Poland, the latter on an openly anti- 
democratic programme. Self-Defence registered 21% in 
a recent opinion poll and could make a breakthrough. 

In Slovenia, whose chauvinist citizenship rules have 
become the subject of an international scandal, two 
nationalist parties, the Slovene Democratic Party and 
New Slovenia, will field candidates. Both are anti- 
Muslim and anti-Yugoslav. 

There are several radical nationalist parties on the 
horizon in Latvia, including the Latvian National 
Democratic Party, which united with the Latvian section 
of the nazi Russian National Unity Party two years ago, 
and the Party of (Ethnic) Latvians, whose leader Aivars 
Garda is a notorious publisher of violently xenophobic 
literature. However only the right-wing conservative 
Fatherland and Liberty Party will field candidates. 

Two far-right formations will appear on the 
ballot paper in Lithuania, Vytautas Sustaukas’s 
Freedom Union, which blames the Jews for the 


crimes of Communism, and the Lithuanian Union of 


Political Prisoners and Deportees, which opposes 
“cosmopolitanism in the classroom’. Estonia will have 
no far-right candidates. 

The Slovak National Party, which campaigns to 


rehabilitate the bloodstained wartime fascist puppet 
Josef Tiso, will field 11 candidates and hopes to win at 
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least one seat. Jan Slota, the party chairman, has good 
contacts with the French FN and the Sweden 
Democrats. In Hungary, where the tide of antisemitic 
and anti-Roma prejudice is rising, Istvan Czurka’s Party 
of Justice and Life (MIEP) will put up candidates, despite 
having been all but wiped out in the most recent 
Hungarian parliamentary elections. There will be no far- 
right electoral involvement in the Czech Republic. 

The election might lead to the emergence of a new 
European parliamentary group composed of Le Pen's FN, 
the Vlaams Blok (if it can unglue itself from the FN’s rival, 
Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement National Républicain), the 
Italian Alternativa Sociale, which unites the terrorist 


Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuovo, the Fronte Sociale Front 
Nazionale and Alessandra Mussolini, and just possibly National 
the BNP all in search of bags of EU cash to promote their _ leader Jean- 
vile ideas. Marie Le Pen 
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Fascists vie for 
Mussolini’s legacy 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE ARREST OF 15 fascists reported in last month’s 
Searchlight has done little to weaken the electoral 
campaign of Forza Nuova (FN), the fascist party headed 
by Roberto Fiore that presents itself at the European 
elections in tandem with two other fascist parties under 
the common banner of Alternativa Sociale. 

All those arrested belong to FN. They stand 
accused of crimes ranging from grievous bodily harm 
against people perceived as political opponents to 
suspected arson. 

The Italian media dominated by the Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi have played down the arrests. Rather 
than deal with the gang’s punitive sprees as an 
indication of fascist paramilitary tactics lurking in the 
shadow nationwide, they have conveniently sidelined 
the episode as a little local incident circumscribed to the 
town of Bari, southern Italy. 

Ettore Bucciero, a member of the Senate, rushed to 
the rescue of the fascists. He condemned the arrests as 
a political trick mounted by magistrates to help the 
local left-wing candidate at the elections. Bucciero 
belongs to the National Alliance party headed by 
Gianfranco Fini, the former secretary of the 
Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI), the party that grew 
out of the ashes of the RSI (Repubblica Sociale Italiana) 
set up by Mussolini and Hitler after the September 
Armistice of 1943. This shows how wide and all- 
pervasive the Italian fascist network is in its historical 
continuity with the past. It stretches from FN 
“picchiatori” (hitters) to parties in Berlusconi’s 
coalition and goes all the way up to the Senate, the 
elected Upper Chamber of Parliament. 

As for the campaign for the European and local 
elections, it has provided a huge opportunity for fascist 
propaganda. Up and down the country there has been a 
shameless and ubiquitous display of Mussolini’s symbol: 
the tricolour flame that symbolises the “eternal one” that 
burns day and night over his tomb in Predappio, the 
dictator’s birthplace. The MSI was the first to use the 
flame as a logo. It was inherited by the Fiamma Tricolore 
Party headed by Pino Rauti and has since become the 
symbol of Fini’s National Alliance. As if in a mad fascist 
Olympic race, FN and the Fronte Sociale Nazionale have 
also competed for the right to the use the flame with the 
result that in the June elections Mussolini’s hero worship 
“reminder” appears as a logo attached to at least four 
parties. As such it will enter every household where 
facsimile ballot papers are sent and will follow the voters 
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right inside the polling boots, printed on the actual 
ballot papers. 

The Alternativa Sociale cartel is the fascist novelty at 
these elections. Set up at the end of last year, it is made 
up of three groups: the Fronte Sociale Nazionale headed 
by Adriano Tilgher (in its logo Mussolini’s flame 
resembles the blades of two swords), Liberta d’Azione, 
recently formed by Alessandra Mussolini, the Duce’s 
granddaughter, and FN (in this case the flame is 
reminiscent of a swastika or the SS symbol). Fiamma 
Tricolore initially joined the cartel. But the agreement 
broke down because of the other parties’ suspicion that, 
as happened in the past, Fiamma Tricolore might make 
electoral pacts with Berlusconi’s Forza Italia in order to 
influence local results. 

To conduct its campaign Alternativa Sociale is using 
all media outlets and public spaces nationwide in a way 
that no other fascist movement in Europe could afford 
without coming up against fierce objections and 
protests. Alessandra Mussolini began her campaign in 
southern Italy where she has a phalanx of sympathisers. 
She became known locally during her stint as a National 
Alliance MP. In her recent outbursts she concentrated 
on attacking Fini with whom she broke up after he 
visited Israel. 

FN has targeted the centre-north in particular, 
managing to secure prestigious venues for electoral 
meetings, including town halls and well known hotels. 
Its press releases read like war bulletins: “The secretary 
of the local FN branch [Chioggia, near Venice] praised 
the objectives already achieved through militancy in 
our town. These range from the closure of the local 
‘centro sociale’ [youth club identified with the left] to 
the silencing of the ‘nefarious’ democratic regime that 
wanted to set up an anti-fascist committee headed by 
the local mayor.” Another statement praises the 
success achieved in the northern town of Oderzo, 
“where people protested against the building 
of mosques and pressed for the repatriation of 
immigrants under the slogan ‘ad ogni popolo la sua 
terra’ [to each people their land]”, a reference to the 
policy of virtual segregation to avoid supposed racial 
and cultural contamination. 

Many of FN’s objectives have become part of the 
Alternativa Sociale manifesto. Mixed with notions of 
racial purity, Catholic fundamentalism and measures to 
stop “rampant moral dissolution” are themes designed 
to attract protest groups that have emerged around the 
issues of globalisation, Palestinian freedom and 
the anti-war movement. Capitalism, the multinationals 
and “masonry” are condemned. Fini’s recent visit to 
Israel is treated as treachery. 

Which way will the fascist and racist vote go? No doubt 
many fascists will be happy to remain with Fini’s 
National Alliance. And why not? Fascists can feel quite 
comfortable with a party in which nearly a dozen MPs 
voted against or abstained when Parliament passed a 
law to condemn antisemitism, and whose regional 
representatives in Liguria objected to a law encouraging 
anti-fascism. 

Other fascists and racists, especially in the north, will 
stick with the Northern League, which gives them 
plenty of opportunities to be both. A very small 
percentage of the fascist vote will go to Fiamma 
Tricolore. It will be interesting to see how many will 
turn to Alternativa Sociale with Mussolini, Tilgher and 
Fiore as candidates. Their aim is to get about 3% of the 
national vote and grab hundreds of seats in towns and 
the regional councils. 


New president distances 
himself from Haider 
From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


VOTERS IN AUSTRIA elected the first Social Democratic 
Party (SPO) president since 1986 on 25 April. Heinz Fischer 
will serve a six-year term of office. 

During his campaign, Fischer emphasised his differences 
with the right-wing extremist Jorg Haider, his Freedom Party 
(FPO) and its presidential candidate Benita Ferrero-Waldner, 
promising a sharp reaction to any politicians making 
apologetic comments about Nazism in future. 

Fischer took 52.41% of the vote on a high — 70.76% — 
turnout. His success demonstrates that the SPO’s favoured 
tactic of making deals with Haider to outflank the 
conservative Austrian People’s Party (OVP) is unnecessary. 

Unfortunately, the SPO in Haider’s Carinthian stronghold is 
still making deals with Haider. The result was that a majority 
in the region voted for Ferrero-Waldner. The respected Swiss 
daily, Neue Zurcher Zeitung, recently called this pact 
between the FPO and the SPO the “Carinthian mésalliance”. 
The description was apt. The SPO’s flirtation with the FPO 
has precipitated a crisis in Austrian social democracy. 

Some SPO politicians reject the tactical justifications for the 
SPO’s agreements with Haider. Franz Vranitzky, the former 
Austrian Chancellor, is warning that the party could even split. 

In fact the relationship between the two parties has a long 
history that is worth exploring. 

The FPO’s success in winning 27% of the national vote in 
1999 had more than one cause, not least the fact that, 
unlike in Germany where some re-education took place after 
the war, Austria was able for many years to propagate the lie 
that it was only a victim of Nazism. Austrian politicians 
described their country as one of the many occupied by 
Germany, but omitted to mention that the Austrian army was 
rapidly incorporated into the Nazi Wehrmacht and that 
Austria — with the exception of communists, some 
monarchists, a few socialists and the Jews — enthusiastically 
became part of Hitler’s Reich. 

After the Nazi defeat at Stalingrad, the Austrian elite 
decided that after the war was over Austria would not remain 
part of Germany. This was an easy decision. To have stuck 
with Germany would have meant accepting responsibility for 
the participation of so many Austrians in Nazi crimes. 

In the immediate postwar period, Austrian anti-fascists 
tried briefly to change things but then the Cold War began, 
communism became the enemy again and, by 1949, all the 
Austrian political parties were vying for the support of former 
Nazi voters. 

The SPO and OVP not only made their peace with the 
Nazis but even recruited them. The SPO, for example, 
helped former Nazis to found a party, the forerunner of 
Haider’s FPO, and sent a letter to those (mostly Jewish) 
members who had fled abroad and survived the war, asking 
them not to return to Austria. 


A tangible result of this anything but socialist position 
was that after 1945 the SPO in Carinthia consisted mainly of 
former Nazis, who had opted for the SPO rather than the 
Catholic-supported OVP because they were anti-clerical. This is 
the political soil that threw up Haider who, after becoming FPO 
leader in 1986, enjoyed a run of electoral successes. 

Vranitzky declared that he would never form a coalition with 
the FPO as long as Haider was leader. The son of a 
communist labourer, Vranitzky was an anti-fascist but even 
he did not dare tell the Austrian people why Haider was 
unacceptable to Austrian democracy. Instead, the spo 
merely argued that Haider was damaging Austria’s reputation 
abroad, as if antisemitism and nostalgic feelings for Austria’s 
Nazi past are consistent with Austrian democracy. 

The FPO’s inclusion in the coalition with the OVP in February 
2000 forced it to share responsibility for the government's 
deeply unpopular policies. From then on, the FPO lost every 
local election, which led to Haider instigating a revolt against 
the government's tax policies in summer 2002. 

The conservative Chancellor took this challenge in his 
stride and the FPO went on to lose almost two thirds of its 
voters in the 2002 election. But because the SPO did not 
behave like a real opposition party and did not present — with 
the Greens — a left-wing alternative, most of the FPO’s 
disappointed voters moved to the OVP 

Political analysts almost without exception declared that 
Haider was “finished”. So strong was this mood that when 
Haider visited Saddam Hussein in February 2003, even 
some conservative politicians criticised him. 

Sensing dubious advantage from the fact that Haider was 
being written off by the right, the SPO’s new leader, Alfred 
Gusenbauer, thought it might be a smart move to eat 
asparagus with him in public. Gusenbauer also went to a 
carnival party with Haider and news magazines published 
pictures of the two politicians wearing silly long-haired wigs 
and laughing together. Gusenbauer’s misguided hope, it 
appears, was to get FPO MPs to support a vote of no 
confidence in the government. This failed to materialise and 
Haider ended up strengthened. 

By 7 March this year, the grin had well and truly been 
wiped off Gusenbauer’s face when the FPO emerged as the 
strongest party again in Carinthia, taking 43% in a regional 
election. Soon afterwards the Carinthian SPO declared it 
would back Haider’s election as regional governor, an 
agreement that local SPO and FPO politicians toasted with a 
bottle of Chianti. 

Pierre Moscovici, the foreign affairs spokesman of the 
French Socialist Party, criticised the SPO’s policy of cuddling 
up to the FPO, drawing the sharp retort from Josef Cap, the 
SPO whip, that “we do not need Mr Moscovici’s advice”. 

The leaders of the SPO remain afraid of being accused of 
“excluding” the FPO. Instead of weakening the extreme right, 
they have strengthened it and by rejecting “foreign advice” 
they have parroted the “patriotic” arguments of the OVP-FPO 
coalition of 2000. 

Hopefully, Fischer's election will now mark a turn away 
from this dangerous course. Otherwise, Austria will continue 
to drift to the right. 
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Whither Pim Fortuyn’s legacy 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


AFTER THREE YEARS OF POPULIST “revolt” by the 
movement to which the late Pim Fortuyn gave his name, it 
is time to draw up a balance sheet, examine what is left of 
Fortuyn’s ideas and see whether his List Pim Fortuyn (LPF) 
and some similar local parties have managed to realise 
Fortuyn’s plan for the salvation of The Netherlands. 

Fortuyn rose on the wave of Islamophobia and law and 
order rhetoric in the aftermath of the 11 September 
attacks in the USA. His murder on 6 May 2002 catapulted 
26 of his disciples, representing 1.6 million votes, into the 
Dutch parliament in the May 2002 elections. 

In 1998, after four years of economic prosperity under 
the “purple” coalition of Social Democrats (PvdA), 
rightist liberals (VVD) and Democrats (D’66), some signs 
of what was to come were already looming on the 
political horizon. The differences between the Social 
Democrats and rightist liberals had virtually evaporated, 
the Christian Democrat opposition was in internal crisis 
and the left parties, GroenLinks and the Socialist Party, 
were too small to act. Enter some populists who decided 
to campaign under the name Leefbaar (liveable) in 
Hilversum and Utrecht. 

From being political zeroes, these first two Leefbaar 
outfits became the biggest parties in Hilversum 
and Utrecht, the country’s fourth largest city. 
Their brand of politics was unprecedented. 
Against the establishment and against political 
culture, their programme was a weird mish-mash of 
pro-referendum “power to the people” politics, 
environmental issues and opposition along “small 
is beautiful” lines to big public projects. Their 
membership consisted largely of inexperienced 
people and dropouts from other parties. 

In the slipstream of Fortuyn’s entry into politics in 
2001 and his adherence to Leefbaar Nederland, his 
supporters — and others seeking political success — 
started founding local parties with the magic Leefbaar 
name throughout the country. The mushrooming of 
these parties in 2002 had a dramatic effect, not least 
their election to councils in the most obscure places. 
Some of those people are still there but their overall 
influence is negligible. 

But what of Fortuyn’s ideas? In February this year, the 
LPF founded a scientific institute to try to fashion a 
ccomprehensive programme out of Fortuyn’s thinking. 
That this has still not been achieved is probably the best 
indication that his ideas were an incoherent, vague and 
contradictory mixture of slogans, books, one-liners 
and interviews. 

Fortuyn did not have an ideology. He merely 
cannibalised ideas from all varieties of political 
belief, including the radical left’s concept of grass 
roots democracy, social democracy’s views on the 
right to social care, some Christian democratic values, 
lower taxes from the liberals and a hatred of the welfare 
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state, feminists and foreigners from the conservatives 
and ultra-right. 

His fans were mostly attracted by his television 
appearances. Although the media tried to break Fortuyn 
by confronting him with his simplistic solutions for 
complex problems, they also needed him as an extrovert 
to pit against the other, colourless, political leaders. 
Fortuyn appearing in a programme meant a huge 
boost in viewing figures and the name of the 
programme splashed all over the newspapers the next 
day, after he had delivered his latest controversial one- 
liner. After his murder his supporters oddly blamed the 
media for “demonisation” of their idol. 

In response to the attacks of the Fortuynistas, some of 
the media established an ombudsman or ran a weekly 
editorial to explain their choice of news coverage and 
the media generally started putting more energy into 
broadcasting the “voice of the man in the street”. 

The main political inheritors of Fortuynism, the LPF 
and Leefbaar Rotterdam (LR), are still seen as quite 
influential, although they do not have as much power as 
they would like. The LPF has eight seats in parliament 
and was left out of the CDA and VVD government 
formed in 2003. It says it mainly exists to “keep the VVD 
on the rightist track”. The LPF also has 10 seats in 
provincial parliaments, including four in the south of 
the country, where Fortuyn’s Rotterdam stronghold is 
located. Their impact is slight. 

The governing parties and the mainstream 
opposition have all partly adopted the policies 
spearheaded by Fortuyn and previous taboos have been 
rapidly torn down. Discussion about immigration has 
evolved into a rancorous and often xenophobic debate, 
in which prejudices and generalisations fight for the 
upper hand. 

The programmes that resulted from the May 2002 
elections are being adapted by the right-wing 
government elected in 2003, encouraged not only by 
rightist neo-liberals such as Geert Wilders and Ayaan 
Hirsi Ali from the VVD but also by the Christian 
Democrat law and order fetishists and Islam-bashers, 
Camiel Eurlings and Wim Camp. The CDA-VVD-D’66 
government is implementing the “get-tough” anti- 
refugee laws invented by the purple coalition some years 
ago. It is also introducing harsh measures on integration, 
the penal code, education and the distribution of 
minority social groups in the major cities. 

It is hard to say how much this is Fortuyn’s legacy or 
just a combination of the threat of terrorist attacks and 
the overall feeling of insecurity and suspicion of 
foreigners. Recent polls suggest that a majority of the 
Dutch feel their culture is threatened and that they 
blame migration. The solution, they think, is to close 
the borders. 

LR, which Fortuyn led in the elections of 6 March 


2002, still has 13 seats on Rotterdam city council. Recent 
polls indicate that it would lose at least 10 seats if 
elections were held now. Ronald Sorensen, LR’s leader, 
thinks voters are satisfied with what his party 
accomplishes, but only see the pragmatic, zero 
tolerance, city mayor Ivo Opstelten as the force and face 
behind law and order changes in Rotterdam. LR is 
having to campaign hard to convince voters that it was 
the author of all the proposals to make Rotterdam a 
safer place. 

Fortuyn exposed the political vacuum in 
The Netherlands. That vacuum is still there, leaving 
space for the emergence of politicians without a 
party, without ideology and with a pragmatic attitude 
to rule the country unhindered by party discipline or 
the collectivism of the traditional party system. 
Self-appointed Fortuyn adepts such as Michiel Smit 
from the right wing extremist party NieuwRechts, who is 
running as a candidate in the European election, are 
desperately trying to fill that vacuum. 

The rise of Fortuyn gave many racist and fascist 
groups and internet initiatives confidence and a path 
into the electoral power base. So far they have failed to 
capitalise on it. 

What the Fortuyn “revolt” has produced above all is an 
even wider variety of racists and people who hate “the 
left” than ever existed before. Sadly, the traditional 
Dutch political parties are also immersing their snouts 
in Fortuyn’s trough to win the votes he left, widening 
further the gap between rich and poor and between 
migrants and the Dutch. 

Migrants feel ever more marginalised and even the 
most moderate democrats on the Dutch political scene, 
D-66, now want to exclude them from social benefits for 
their first seven years in the country. Such a society 
based on the survival of the fittest comes frighteningly 
close to what Fortuyn wanted. 


POLAND 


Never Again chairman 
receives prestigious award 


Marcin Kornak, the chairman of Searchlight’s 
Polish sister organisation, the NEVER AGAIN 
Association, has received the prestigious annual 
award of the Warsaw Centre for the Promotion of 
Voluntary Work, winning in the “Democracy and 
Development in 2003” category. 

The award ceremony, which featured a concert 
by the popular Polish bands Raz Dwa Trzy and Arka 
Noego, was broadcast live at peak time on national 
television’s Channel 2. 

Born in 1968, Marcin is the founder of NEVER 
AGAIN and a major coordinator of its activities, 
including the successful anti-racist sports 
campaign Let’s Kick Racism Out of the Stadiums. 
He has had a disability since the age of 15 but 
courageously remains very active. 

Apart from his anti-racist projects, he is a 
renowned poet and the author of lyrics for several 
Polish rock bands. 

Congratulations to Marcin from Searchlight and 
Antifa-Net! 
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May Day for Hitler and Germany 


By Graeme Atkinson and Klaus Maler in Berlin and Michael Klein and 


Raimund Hethey in Leipzig 


THE STREETS OF BERLIN and Leipzig reverberated to the 
sound of nazi marching boots on May Day as the two 
contenders for control of the nazi movement, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) and 
the “free nationalists”, took to the streets in their annual 
attempt to hijack the day from its traditional owners in the 
workers’ movement. 

The march in Leipzig, which mobilised about 900 
activists, was organised by Christian Worch, the veteran 
Hamburg nazi chief and leader of the free nationalists, and 
the Bewegung deutsche Volksgemeinschaft, a group of 
mainly south German defectors from the NPD’s youth wing. 
In Berlin, the NPD, together with Worch’s former Hamburg 
henchman Thomas Wulff and some of Germany’s 160 
hardcore local nazi groups, the Freie Kameradschaften, 
drew about 2,500 participants. 

Federal Border Guards policed the Leipzig demonstration 
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because so many of the city’s police were deployed in 
Berlin for the NPD march. The Border Guards saw action 
only briefly when a group of anti-fascists arrived from a 
May Day trade union rally and tried unsuccessfully to block 
the nazis’ route. 

The situation was more tense in Berlin as police waded in 
with batons and used water cannons to prevent up to 
4,000 anti-fascists from blocking the nazis’ path at two 
points along the route. The nazis’ mood was _ highly 
aggressive. When their march was stopped to enable police 
to batter a way through the anti-fascists for them, they 
attacked the police. The anti-fascists were partially 
successful as they forced the police to shorten the route of 
the nazi march. 

Both the NPD march and the one staged by Worch’s mob 
tried to plug themselves into mounting public resentment at 
Germany’s record level of unemployment, which currently 


stands at 4,597,000 or 11%, and the drastic deterioration 
of social conditions. The two groups concentrated on 
exploiting anxiety about the Social Democratic/Greens 
government’s Agenda 2010 plan to dismantle the welfare 
state, its tax and pension reforms and its Thatcherite Hartz 
Law scheme to slash benefits for the unemployed. 

The effort to project a more “leftist” and “social” political 
image was superficially apparent from the regalia and 
paraphernalia of the overwhelmingly young nazi marchers 
in both cities. There were Palestinian scarves, Che Guevara 
T-shirts and numerous banners, in a style copied from the 
left, emblazoned with anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist 
slogans. One Berlin banner declared “socialism is brown” 
and another called for “international national socialism”! 

Much in evidence in both Leipzig and Berlin was the old 
Nazi expression Volksgemeinschaft or “national community”. 
Worch called for a “social Volksgemeinschaft” while the 
NPD, with a broader brush, went for “Volksgemeinschaft not 
globalisation madness”. 

In a pamphlet issued to promote his Leipzig 
demonstration, Worch claimed that his campaign followed 
in the footsteps of the so-called left-wing Nazi Gregor 
Strasser, a stance that is intended to distance his faction 
from the generally still orthodox nazi NPD. Exhuming old 
Nazi phraseology, Worch calls for “an end to the 
dictatorship of interest”, echoing the writings of the Hitler's 
crank “economist” Gottfried Feder. He also attacks the 
mainstream parties for their “betrayal” the and urges 
the creation of “jobs for German workers” via the abolition 
of the European Union and its single currency. 

Worch naturally attributes the development of capitalism 
to “the Jews”. He sees capitalism as a matter of race rather 
than exploitation. In reality he is an antisemitic pro- 
capitalist who contrasts the virtues of “the regulated market 
economy” with the “disarray” of fictitious “money power”, 
all in a bid to set out his table for the increasingly aggrieved 
middle and working classes. 

For their part, the NPD and Wulff urged “national 
resistance” to “globalisation”, mass unemployment, the 
export of capital and jobs and the “systematic disintegration 
of the social system”. Opposition to these things is, 
according to the NPD’s appeal for the so-called “Day of 
German Labour” demonstration, “a duty for all Germans 
who want to remain German”. 

The left turn of the nazis in recent years is opportunistic. 
They have grasped the unpopularity of the wars in former 
Yugoslavia and Iraq and the Israel-Palestine conflict and 
adopted a position of bogus “anti-imperialist solidarity”, 
even taking part in anti-war protests. At the same time, the 
concern at globalisation and US world hegemony felt by 
millions across the globe is a political torch they can pick 
up and run with, proposing extremist nationalist and 
autarchic solutions to international political and economic 
problems. 

On the domestic level, the abysmal failure of the 
incompetently prepared attempt by Gerhard Schrdder’s 
coalition government to ban the NPD has also provided the 
nazis with a spurious legitimacy. Their efforts to build a 
social base are taking place on fertile ground because 
deindustrialisation, deskilling and the numerical decline of 
the working class and its organisations and institutions have 
led to a collapse of the norms of solidarity and collective 
action and their replacement by aggressive individualism. 
This development is being further enhanced by privatisation 
and the inexorable subjection of the public sector to the 
laws of the market. Millions of people are losing out in this 
chaotic process and can become susceptible to political 
forces that promise to bring “order” and vulnerable to anti- 
parliamentary, anti-democratic solutions. 


Evidence of this has already been detected in the 
German trade unions where detailed research by 
the political scientists Bodo Zeuner and Richard Stdss 
has found that workers, especially skilled male workers, 
are significantly over-represented among voters for right- 
wing extremist parties. They have explained how this 
contrasts with the 1950s to early 1980s when trade union 
members valued anti-fascist traditions, and 1933 and the 
anti-working class savagery of the Nazis burned more 
fiercely in the memory. The current susceptibility of trade 
unionists in particular to right-wing extremist ideas, Stoss 
and Zeuner attribute to the emergence of a new form of 
nationalism that pushes forward concepts of “national” 
trade unionism against “international” capital. 

The nazis themselves are only too aware of the 
importance of these issues. In their bid to present 
themselves as “social + national” and dress themselves up 
as “radicals”, they have increasingly taken their politics 
onto the street, organising no fewer than 425 marches that 
attracted more than a hundred participants between 
January 1997 and the end of 2003. 

The themes of their more recent demonstrations reflect 
the nazis’ increased preoccupation with perceived “social” 
issues. Twenty-four marches have opposed drugs and 
crime, 74 were against globalisation and capitalism, 
42 were anti-war and two were against nuclear power and 
for the environment. 

Although the burgeoning new nationalism does not 
emanate from the nazis, it is not far removed from — and 
can only assist — their increasingly raucous demands to 
defend “German workers” against all-comers, including 
foreign workers and immigrants. 
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Extreme right hopeful 


for electoral success 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/ 
CAF-Résistances in Brussels 


RIGHT-WING AND FAR-RIGHT parties are making such 
spectacular progress in both the Flemish and the 
French-speaking parts of Belgium, according to recent 
opinion polls, that they are all looking forward to 
success in the European elections. 

The success of the alliance between the Christian 
Democratic Party (CD&V) and the moderate nationalist 
New Flemish Alliance (NVA) in Flanders is remarkable 
because both parties have a rather dull and grey image. 
It seems that a significant part of the Flemish electorate 
likes it. 

While the “respectable conservative seriousness” that 
the alliance purports to represent is one reason for its 
current popularity, a more likely cause is the endless 
internal warfare in the Flemish Liberal Democratic Party 
(VLD), which recently led to the dismissal of the party’s 
president, Karel de Gucht. 

The former Christian Popular Party (CVP), the 
CD&V’s predecessor, was in effective control of Belgian 
politics from 1945 until the upheaval caused by the June 
1999 elections, which resulted in the first “non- 
confessional” federal and regional governments for 50 
years. Because of the CVP’s long near-monopoly on 
power, the CD&V includes many former ministers and 
prime ministers and has much in common with the 
conservative CDU in Germany and the CDA in 
the Netherlands. The NVA, on the other hand, was born 
out of the remnants of the Volksunie, a Flemish 
nationalist party whose extreme right wing formed the 
Vlaams Blok (VB) in the late 1970s. 

The Belgian liberal democratic parties, namely 
Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt’s VLD and the 
Francophone Mouvement Réformateur (MR), now 
have considerable cause for concern. If the results of 
the June elections reflect the opinion polls, the VLD 
will lose its position as the largest party. In Flanders 
the VLD could even be overtaken by the VB and the 
Socialist Party. The polls also hint at a modest recovery 
for the Green parties, for which the 2003 federal 
elections were a nightmare. 

Despite the VB’s current legal problems, its leadership 
has reacted euphorically to the polls and has asked the 
CD&V-NVA alliance to abandon its anti-VB cordon 
sanitaire and form a Flemish coalition against the left. 
It is unlikely that the conservative alliance will agree to 
the VB’s offer. Neither party is a keen supporter of the 
cordon sanitaire but both have always firmly rejected 
collaboration with the VB. Indeed the CD&V’s president, 
Yves Leterme, unceremoniously kicked out one of his 
MPs in March for joining a committee that opposes 
immigrants’ right to vote, which was formed and is led 
by VB MPs. 
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In Brussels, the VB’s rise might have extremely nasty 
side effects. In order to neutralise potential conflicts 
between the Flemish-speaking minority (about 15%) 
and the French-speaking majority (85%) in the capital, 
the regional government, which covers Brussels and 
a surrounding area of 19 municipalities, has to 
include both Flemish and French-speaking wings. 
This agreement is the result of long and hard 
negotiations between both language communities and 
its complex rules form part of the constitution. 

If the VB obtains a majority of seats on the Flemish 
side in the capital, it will have to participate in the 
regional government. In that case it is possible that 
the other parties on both sides of the linguistic barrier 
would refuse to take their places alongside the VB. 
This even includes the Francophone far-right Front 
National (FN) which detests the VB for its strong anti- 
Belgian position and for “stealing” its votes. 

None of this will impress the VB which totally opposes 
the Belgian state and wants nothing less than the 
destabilisation of the delicate federal system, starting in 
Brussels. The VB had exactly the same plan five years ago 
but failed, probably because many French speakers 
decided to vote on a Flemish list, but for any party 
except the VB. This reduced the VB’s share of the vote 
and increased the Flemish share of the seats in the 
regional parliament. 

The system can work both ways, however, because 
part of the French-speaking community finds the VB’s 
stridently xenophobic law and order rhetoric attractive, 
despite its historic anti-Francophone position. 

The VB’s Brussels list will be headed by Johan Demol, 
a former police officer who was dismissed for lying 
about his membership of the outlawed nazi militia, 
Front de la Jeunesse (FJ). Demol repeatedly made public 
denials that he had ever been a member of this nazi 
gang until someone got hold of his membership card. 

The Belgian authorities banned the FJ in the early 
1980s after its activists were implicated in various 
violent incidents, in particular the murder of an Arab 
immigrant in Brussels. The nazi who committed the 
murder escaped his sentence by running away to hide in 
South America. Other FJ activists later gathered in nazi 
outfits such as the Parti des Forces Nouvelles and Agir. 

The FN is also making progress if the polls are 
accurate. They give the FN an overall 6.4% in Wallonia 
and close to 5% in the Brussels region, where the FN and 
VB are deadly rivals. Despite lacking everything a regular 
political party needs, such as media coverage, 
charismatic personalities and organisation, the FN 
looks set to continue its striking re-entry into the 
Belgian political arena. 


Mi The VB is “racist” and in breach of European 
and international human rights legislation 
according to the Belgian Court of Appeal. 
The court imposed fines of £8,228 each on 
the three foundations that form the technical 
and organisational backbone of the VB, 
responsible for training party officers, 


producing election literature and collecting 
government subsidies. The decision, which 
could outlaw some of the VB’s racist 
_ arguments, is the latest instalment in a three- 
year-old case brought by the Belgian Human 
Rights League and the official anti-racist 
_institute (see Searchlight January 2004). 
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| In a bomb attack in late 
March, a caretaker at a trade 
union building in Wellington, 
| New Zealand, was killed by 
‘ suspected neo-nazis. Ernie 
Abbott, a former union 
Official, is believed to have 
been the victim of an attack 
by the extreme right-wing 
Nationalist Workers Party. 
NF TRADE UNION ‘MOLES’ EXPOSED Hours earlier in Australia a 
page 3 bomb attack was carried out 

on the Sydney headquarters 
of the left-wing International Socialists. Responsibility was claimed by the 
New Zealand group’s Australian ally, National Action, earlier responsible 
for attacks on left-wing bookshops in Sydney. National Action has also 
recently attacked the opening ceremony of Japan week in Sydney and is 
reported to be preparing another incident for the impending visit of the 
Japanese Prime minister. 

National Action is a supposed “radical” fascist group, some of whose 
members have had past connections with left wing organisations, and is 
presently linked with the PFN in France and the South African HNP 








10 years ago 
June 1994 

US: Anti- 
abortionists 
fined $1 million 


Two anti-abortion groups with 
long histories of violence and 
disruption at women’s health 
clinics were fined over one 
million dollars (£670,000) by 
a Texas court. Operation 
Rescue and Rescue America 
vowed to refuse to pay and 
will appeal to a higher court. 

A jury awarded the 
damages to a Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Houston 
which was the target of large 
right-wing protests, including 
the blockading of its doors, 
during = aS Party's national convention in 1992. Planned 
Parenthood sued under a Texas law which allowed them damages for the 
purposeful disruption of their business. 

Operation Rescue’s national leader at the time of the protests was 
Keith Tucci, who was ordered to pay $150,000 in damages. Rescue 
America’s national leader. Donald Treshman, must pay $150,000. 

The organisations were fined $350,000 and $355,000 respectively. 
In March, a Rescue America member was found guilty of murdering a 
Florida doctor during a protest in Pensacola. 
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Greater London Authority elections. In the face 
of this threat, we at Searchlight want to make 
Sure voters know the full story about who the 
BNP are and what they really stand for. 
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